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PART SEVEN - OFFICIALS

I. 
PROCEDURE FOR OFFICIALS 


A.
Learn the Rules.

B.
Attend clinics.

C.
Act professional. Treat the swimmers and coaches fairly. Sportsmanship is important. Be impartial.

D.
Welcome apprentice officials. Encourage parents to become involved. 

E.
Meet Referees will enter the meets officials into the Officials Tracking System (OTS) at the USA Swimming website.

F.
The NDLSC official’s uniform is navy bottoms with a white polo shirt bearing the NDLSC logo. No jeans allowed.
II. 
RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS 


A.
Take test every two years or attend a workshop each year of those two years.

                       The swim year for officials will start and end at the NDLSC Long Course Championship Meet.

           B.        Yearly Session Requirements;

                         1. Stroke & Turn 6 sessions

                         2. Starter 8 sessions

                         3. Referee 10 sessions

C.
Check your meet history on OTS, contact the Meet Referee or the NDLSC OC if there is a discrepancy. 

D.
The NDLSC OC will yearly check all officials history on OTS, and issue new cards.
 NOTES:       Only sessions worked at non championship NDLSC swim meets will count toward 

                      Session requirement.

                      Officials with National N2 & N3 certification will also be required to do ten hours 

                      Of mentoring/teaching to other officials in the NDLSC.

                      Failure of an official to meet these requirements will result in reassignment to a 

                      Lower position.

III. 
PROCEDURE FOR APPRENTICE OFFICIALS 


A.
Take test and give to your Club Official Chair (OC) .


B.
Attend clinic.  (This may be done out of sequence)


C.
Apprentice under several different officials. ( see apprentice requirements below)


D.
Have the veteran official who trained you sign your officials form.  (Your OC should know you are apprenticing and be in contact with the OC of the club that you are training in.)  Your OC will then approve those sessions worked as listed on your officials form.


E.
Give your officials form to your OC to be sent to the NDLSC-OC, with recommendation of certification.

           F       Your OC must approve your form before a card will be issued.

IV.       OFFICIALS APPRENTICESHIP REQUIREMENTS

A.
Head Timer, Electronic Timer:



1.
Take the timer's test



2.
Four sessions apprenticed



Starter:



1.
Take the starter's test



2.
Six sessions apprenticed



Stroke/Turn:



1.
Take the Stroke & Turn test



2.
Six sessions apprenticed



Referee:



1.
Take all officials tests - including administrative.

2. Six sessions apprenticed 

3. Must have a MINIMUM of 6 sessions as a certified Stroke/Turn 

official and a MINIMUM of 4 sessions as a certified Starter along with a recommendation from your local OC. 

Administrative:



1.
Take the administrative test



2.
NOTE:  all meet secretaries should take the test.



All Meet Directors, Referees, Starters, and Stroke & Turn Judges working a  meet MUST be USA Swimming registered...Meet Marshals are also included here...

NOTES:
Apprenticeships can be done only with veteran officials.  Official Apprenticeship forms must be signed by that official and the clubs' OC.
                        Apprentice sessions shown are the MINIMUN required, and will be done at a       

                        minimum of 3 different meets.



A veteran official is one who has been to an officials' training clinic and who has been an official for two years or who is the most experienced official in your club.



A session is a morning or an afternoon.  There would be four sessions in a two day meet.  There are five sessions at the three day State Meet. 



Officials' Form [See Appendix]



The North Dakota officials' uniform is NAVY BOTTOMS with white shirts bearing the USA Swimming logo and ND Swimming, (no jeans allowed).  
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