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13. Nouns

Nouns are a robust class of words in Seri. The basic common nouns generally refer to items of
nature. Some examples includeoj stzar, hant land, xepe sea, hai wind, air, hap mule deer,

hast stone, mountain, xazoj puma, andzaah sun. But such nouns also include a few tools such
aspac deer bone awl, heectim mesquite club for killing fish and sea turtles, andpeencarrying

pole. Obligatorily possessed nouns are used for body parts, family relations, a few personal
items, and a few expressions of location.

Work on plants and animals in the culture has revealed only a few classificatory basic
nouns, such asootaj ant, heheplant (of any type),coneegrass (of any type),ziic bird, hacat
shark, hapaj octopus, haquiimet small lizard,* seenelbutterfly. There is no simple term for
bush, tree, cactus, animal, clam, snail, snake, or insect, for example. The expression fetimal
is a lxicalized phrase, howeveér ziix ccam, thing SN-alive ! and this expression is also used
for insect, as well as evidently being the historical source of the woxdim fish. The
expression forperson, human being (ziix quiisax, thing SN-have.life is well established,
althoughcmiique Seri person is sometimes used with the same meafitg.some cases a
specific term is now being extended in use as a class baguoiimet is sometimes used to refer
to all lizards (big and small) despite its apparent original meaning as only #soflamall
lizards, anctoiimaj whipsnake is sometimes used to refer to all Pegnomous snakes.

The use of various words for taxonomical purposes has only been cursorily investigated. For
example, recent interviews have revealed that the miamhird does in fact also include the
bats. The ternzixctm fish has more than one use in the taxonomical system. It may refer to the
true class of fish, it may refer to a larger class of sea life that is basically fish and sharks, and it
may refer to a much largelass of life that includes all sea life, whether animal or plant.

Some nouns display expected semantic extensiizas. moon also meansgwonth, zaah sun
also meanglay (andclock), hant land also meangear. Others display even broader semantic
range:hast means everything fromebble to stone to rock to mountain just ashehe can refer to
virtually any kind of plant, cactus, tree, bush, stick, or post. Distinct priteainy names for
different species of plants and animals are very common (althoughcorom@ex names are also
used for many)iiz (synyonymziij) bluepalo verde tree (Cercidium floridum), snapxsl (variant

! See Felger & MMoser (1985).

% The wordcmiique usually stands in contrast to other specific group members sudese non-Indian

Mexican, yequim Yaqui, andhapats Apache. There are contexts, however, in which its meaning is clearly not to
be found in opposition tanother ethnic group but rather in contrast to-homan entities. See the example at the
beginning of chaptes, for example.
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znapxsl) Mexican palo verde tree (Parkinsonia aculeata), zZiipx8l foothill palo verde tree
(Cercidium microphyllum); tacj Pacific bottlenosed dolphin (Tursiops truncatus), xahamat
common dolphin (Delphinus capensis); haxt Crassostrea corteziensis oyster, teexoj (Synyonym
iimoX) purple-lip rock oyster (Spondylus calcifer), stacj Saccostrea palmula rock oyster.

Expressions based on deverlmauns (see chaptelrd) have been developed to refer to
invented and new items to the culture, although the same have been a common strategy for
dealing with vocabulary change due to avoidance tabddeerefore even egomon items of
nature may have elaborate lexical expressions for them which sometimes coexist alongside
somewhat disused simpler terms. Examples inclzi@e haasax ano quiij pack rat (thing
pack.rat.nesBP.in SN-sit, thing that sits in pack rat nest) (conpare with less common if not
archaic wordxpos) andziix an ihahaapl refrigerator (thing 3Pin 3P-AON-Auc-cold, in which
something is cooled). These expressions are discussedl8.® Nouns for concepts are also
commonly used dared from verbs; examplescamatj (3P-AON-US-hot) fever, icozim (3P-
AON-hot.weather)summer, icapitol (3P-AON-US-bloated) indigestion, ihapii (3P-AON-Auc-
taste)its flavor, hihisil (1P-AON-small)my childhood.

This chapter looks at classes of nouns basedorphology (possession and pluralization,
013.7), the count/mass noun distinction1@:1.3, as well as noun classes that are developing
around the choice of determin@rl3.3. The details of the morphology of possessive marking
and pluralization are presentedl82. Locational nouns ! nouns that are used to indicate
spatial relationships ! are presented ©13.4

13.1 Morphological classes

Nouns are subdivided into classes by various criteria. Two important morphological criteria are
the possibility of inflecting for possessorl@1.]) and the possibiy of inflecting for absolutive
(213.1.2, which is an overt marker of unspecified possessor; see TalileCrosscutting these
classes is the criterion of count noun vs. mass nol® 13

13.1.1 Possessive marking

Names, subjeetriented deverbal nounand most common nouns do not and cannot inflect for
possessor in general usdg&he examples below illustrate the possibility or impossibility of
inflecting for first person possesdur.

% M. Moser (2003).
* Subjectoriented deverbal nouns carry possessor marking in a single very marked cewteit,. 2
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Table 13.:1: Morphological characteristics of noun subclasses
Inflect for possessor Inflect for absolutive

Majority of common nouns N N
Small set of common nouns X N
Names N N
Deverbal nouns (subjectiented N N
Deverbal nouns (objegtaction/obliqueoriented) X N
Kinship terms X X
Body parts X X
Personal items (some) X X
Locational nouns X \
D a. Name (see chaptéb)
Socaaix Punta Chueca *hi-Socaaix (my Punta Chueca)
Adolfo Adolfo *hi-Adolfo (my Adolfo)

b. Subjectoriented realis deverbal no (see 24.1)
caticpan  worker, one who works ~ *hi-caticpan (my worker)

SN-work

caaspoj one who writes *hi-caaspoj  (my writer)
SN-write

hapaspoji  paper, what was written ~ *hi-hapaspoj (my paper)
SN-Pv-write

jhapaspoj hanoocaj book *hi-hapaspoj hanoocaj (my book)

SN-Pv-write SN-Pv-carry.under.arms

c. Common houn

hast stone *hi-htst (my stone)
hehe tree, plant, stick *hi-hehe (my tree, plant, stick)

One caveat about the inability of common nounbednflected for possessor: apparently it
is theoretically possible for any common noun to be so inflected, although in a very limited
context. The names of certain species of animal and planil litgpically some insignificant
species in comparison withthersN are literally translatedoyote’s X, where X is some
common noun which is obviously inflected for third person possessor. Some examples:

2 a. ootizamt a species of small swimming crab (Cronius ruber)
coyote3P-zamt (cf. zamt, blue swimming crab (Callinectes bellicosus))

b. ooticaan;j soapfish (Rypticus Spp)
coyote3P-caanj (cf. caanj, Gulf grouper (Mycteroperca jordani))
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c. ootijoeene a desert passion vine (Passiflora arida)
coyote3P-joeene(cf. joeene edible Passiflora palmeri)

e. oot ipyooque an unidentified sun star (starfish)
coyote3P-pyooque(cf. pyooque a sun star (Heliaster kubiniji))

Large specimens of the giant Panamic codidevicardium elatum xtiip were referred to as
xpacaao ixtiip (mermaid3P-xtiip).> The nounzaah sun, day is possessed to meaivthday:
mizaah your birthday. Possessed forms of common nouns are not otherwise attested. See
116.1.6for information on how possession of common nounsdiated syntactically.

Nouns which may be inflected for possessor are kinship t&budy part noun$personal
items, locational nouns, and deverbal nouns other than those which are-etibjged A few
commonnouns also may be inflected for possessor. The ungrammatical items in the first column
of some subgroups below are meant to indicate that the barBl rifasuch can be determin&d
N cannot stand alone.

3 a. Kinship term

*camaz (daughter-in-law) hicamaz my daughter-in-law
1P-daughter.in.law

® See the textlipO in ES2007, by RenZ Monta—o Herrera.

® One can observe today the use of Spanish loanwords for the kinship terms, by young and older people alike.
These loanwords are also used as posdessis. Examples includemima my mother, andhintna my
grandmother.

" Body part nouns may also be parts of plants as well as of humans and animals, of course. Examplisgj include
(3P-leaf) its leaf andixtai (3P-root) its root. These nouns are alwaysed with third person possessor in normal
contexts, of course, and so the morphological structure is proposed by analogy and because of similarity in form
(i- for third person possessor). Some body part nouns may be used with inanimate nouns tedmdatatag
similar: "sxaptop of the head is roof when used with a noun suchtesacoiouse (seehaaco cop isxtp
(ABs.house tha&/T 3P-top).
These OpartO terms are most felicitously used, in most cases, with a OwholeO that is very conspicuous in the
context.This means that when the OwholeO is not first or second person, the preference is for the OwholeO to be
explicitly expressed if not contextually salient. Thus one usually does not talkaaleafjtbut rathew plant’s
leaf: hehe istj(plant3P-leaf); na abouta bone, but rathew thing’s bone: ziix itac (thing 3P-bone); nor about
meat, but rather ahing’s meat: ziix ipxtsi (thing 3P-flesh).
(i) E, hehe quih istj quih  cacat quih  im’ihit.
plant theFL 3P-leaf theFL SN-bitter theFL 3:3-Px-eat
OE, mme las hojas amargas.0

..., it eats bitter leaves. (ES2007, acaam_ccaa 5b)

8 See 4.3.2.3for a discussion of the putative underlying forms.
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*ta (mother) hita my mother
1P-mother
b. Body part
*|it (head) hil't my head, my hair
1P-head/hair
*f (nose) hiif my nose
1P-nose

c. Personal item

*taamt (sandal) hitaamt my sandal, my shoe
1P-sandal

*onam (hat) hilonam my hat
1P-hat

*Xz (pet) hiixz my pet
1P-pet

*spaaya  (sword) hispaaya my sword®
1P-sword

d. Locational noun
*mocl (under) himocl under me
1P-place.under

*pac (behind) hipac behind me
1P-place.behind

e. Deverbal noun (objeatriented 214.3°

oohit what s/he/it ate hoohit what I ate, my food
3P-ON-EAT 1P-ON-eat

oom what s/he swallowed hoom what I swallowed
3P-ON-swallow 1P-ON-swallow

f.  Deverbal noun (action/obliqueriented,z14.4)
*hisil (childhood) hihisil when I was little,
1P-AON-small my childhood

yas his/her singing ihyfs my singing
3P-AON-sing 1P-AON-sing

® The Spanish wordspada has been borrowed hAssptaya which has beenhwiously reanalyzed afa-sptaya
(ABs-sword), and sésptayais simplyi- (3P) plus the bound rodspaaya.

1 sometimes when no overt possessor prefix appears in these deverbal forms, it is becausegicaharle
deleting the first of two vowels (across morpheme boundaries) has deleted the vowel of the third person possessor
i-, or a rule has deied possessiviebeforey. See 43.2.3
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g. Common noun (small subset of loanwqgrds

eenim knife heenim my knife
1P-knife

tom money hit—m my money
1P-money

caamiz shirt hicaamiz my shirt
1P-shirt

capota Jjacket hictpota my jacket
1P-jacket

saaco long blouse hisaaco my long blouse

1P-long.blouse

In ©13.2.3it is shown that possessed noun classes are further distinguished by théaparti
set of possessive prefixes whidtey take; kinship terms are different from the other elass

The reasons for considering the possessive morphkeimes andi to be prefixes is briefly
reviewed here. First, their order with respect to the nominal stems is invariant; they cannot be
posposed:hit—mmy money, but *tom hi. Second, the possessive morphemes cannot separated
from the nominal stem by a pauséi €. tom . Third, there is phonological interaction between
the possessive prefix and the nominal stem: the vaowsldeleted before amominal stem
beginning with a vowel or witly: heenim my knife, yeen his/her face (from underlying {-
yeer}). In some cases the fusion of the possessor with the stem results in a single dvilable:
my nose. Fourth, the possessive prefix cannot be se@gor emphasis:Hil't (with extra stress
on the syllablehi) (my hair/head). Fifth, the possessive prefix cannot be separated from the
nominal stem by any other wordhi*caacoj eenimmy big knife. Sixth, the possessive prefix
occurs even if an overt na phrase possessor occurs and the phrase is ungrammatical without it:
Juan quij il't Juan’s head/hair, *Juan quij lit .

Nouns which are not body part nouns, personal items, or kinship terms cannot have the
OpossessorO expressed directly using the posspssiixes. And if the noun is not actually
possessed, the possessive pronoul6.®g is also not felicitous. Consider the following
examples:

4 a. comcaacjhantx mocat ancestors
b. * hicomcaac hantx mocat (our ancestors)
c. * comcaac hantx mocat hoyaat (our ancestors)
5) a. hapaaal b. * hihapaaal
SN-Pv-order 1P-SN-Pv-order

employee (my employee)



13: Nouns

(6) a. queaal
SN-Tr-order
boss

@) a. jhapaspojcScacoaat
paper 3l0-SN-cause.kna
school teacher

8 a. jhapaspojcShacoaat
paspoj
paper  3l0-SN-Pv-cause.know
student (in school)

9 a. jhehe

* hapaaal ihyag
mine

* hiqueaal
1P-SN-Tr-order
(my boss)

* queaal ihyag
mine
* hihapaspoj cScacoaat
1P-E
(my teacher)

* hapaspoj cScacoaat ihyap
mine
* hihapaspoj cShacoaat
1P-E
(my student)

* hapaspoj cShacoaat ihyag
mine

plant/wood 3P-on 3P-AON-US-UO-eatImpF

table

b. * hihehe iti icoohitim
c. hehe iti icoohitim ihyaa;

(100 a. hanol hacaaix
As-finger SN-Pv-putCwm
b. * hihanol hacaaix
c. hanol hacaaix ihyag
(1) a. hant
b. * hihant™
1Pland

c. hantihyaaj
land mine

my land (a piece of owned property)

433

" The wordhamt, which usually mean®ose soil, has a possessed form (previously unrecorifhguiit which

meangsiis or her native land.
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c. * comcaac ihant Seri people’s land
3Pland

d. comcaac quih hantyagt Seripeople’s land (Seri territory)
Seri.peopleheFL land their

(‘or hant comcaac quih yaa}

Expressio of a relationship with these nouns is done with either an extra deverbal noun or a
proper form of the deverbal noun that is the core of the expression.

12

(13

(14

(19

(16)

(17

(13

19

comcaac jhantx mocat jiyat cShayacp

Seri.people ancestors from.whom.we.have.descended
Onuestros antepasadosO

our ancestors (the ancestors from whom we have descended) (siete_filos 52)

hoaal
1P-ON-order
my employee (lit., the one whom I order)

him quead
1SsDO SN-Tr-order
my boss (lit., the one who orders me)

ihapaspoj he cacoaat
paper 110 SN-cause.know
my school teacher (lit., the one who causes me to know paper)

jhapaspoj cohyacoaat
paper  310-1P-AON-cause.know
my student (lit., the one whom [ cause to know paper)

ihehe iti hyahitim
plant/wood 3P-on 1P-AON-UO-eatImMpF
my table (lit., the wood that I eat on)

hinol hocaaix
1Pfinger 1P-ON-putCwm
my ring (lit., what I put on my finger)

comcaac quih hant iti yaii
person/SerP.  theF. land 3P-on 3P-AON-beFL.P.
Seri territory (lit., the land where the Seri people live)

13.1.2 Absolutive marking

Another important morphological characteristic which divides nouns into classes is the
absolutive prefix, which is the prefix which occurs when no possessive prefix is present. (See
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113.2.3.2about the use of thioofm.) Nouns either do or do not occur with this prefix. Only
kinship terms, body parts and some personal items have absolutive forms. As shd®r2 i4 o
absolutive morphology has a few complications in form which arerégghbere. The starred
forms in the first column in20) are meant to indicate that the root for the noun cannot occur
without some prefix.

(200 a. Kinship term

*camaz (daughter-in-law) hacamaz daughter-in-law
Ass-daughter.in.law

*ta, te (mother) hapete mother
Ass-mother
b. Body part
*|it (head) hal't head, hair
Ass-head
*f (nose) haaf nose
ABs-nose

c. Personal item

*taamt (sandal) hataamt sandal, shoe
Ass-sandal

*onam (hat) haaonam hat
ABs-hat

The following examples show the impossibility of inflecting other nouns for absolutive.

(2) a. Name

Socaaix Punta Chueca *haSocaaix (Punta Chueca)
b. Locatioral nourt®

*mocl (under) *hamocl (under)

*pac (behind) *hapac (behind)
c. Common noun

hast stone *hahast (stone)

hehe tree, plant, stick *hahehe (tree, plant, stick)
d. Deverbal noun (subjedariented realis)

caticpan  worker, one who works *hacaticpan (worker)

SN-work

12 while this is generally true, onedational noun, VVcp place next to, does have the absolutive folrapZcp
recorded for the first time in May 2008. See nbfen this chapter.
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hapaspoj  paper, what was written *hahapaspoj (paper)

SN-Pv-write

e. Deverbal noun (objeatriented realis)
oohit what s/he/it ate *hapoohit (food)
3P-ON-eat
ocoaa what s/he knows *hapocoaa (knowledge)
3P-ON-know

f.  Deverbal noun (action/obligueriented realis)
ihisil his/her childhood *habhisil (childhood)
yaticpan  his/her working *hayaticpan'® (working)
3P-AON-work

g. Common noun (small subset of loanwqgrds
eenim knife *hapeenim  (knife)
tom money *hat—m (money)
capota Jjacket *hacapota  (jacket)
saaco long blouse *hasaaco (long blouse)

All of these classes of nouns commonly have plural forms as shovli3iR. &

The word forblood is wnusual in that that the sterhaait) is the same as the absolutive
form of the word itselflfaait). Comparehihaait (1P-blood)my blood.

A few nouns have two stems that are essentially suppletive although they are similar. One
stem is used when the nounpiessessed and the other stem is used when there is no possessor
and without an absolutive prefix (viz., it is the absolutive form). (Note that in the case of two of
these examples, the standard interpretations of the absolutive and possessed forgistlgre sli
different.)*

(22 Absolutive Possessed stemPossessed example
a. haaco house lyaaco inyaaco  your house
b. haacni bow lyaacni inyaacni  your bow
c. hasaj flat basket 'VVSsj miisj your flat basket
d. haxz dog I'VVxz miixz your pet
e. hax water I'Vx ¢ its liquid, its sap

13 The wordhayat'cpanis grammatical as the finite verb fonme worked (1PS-DT-work).

! Some noun pairs are functionally similar to these but are in fact quite different structurally. The wouad for

is haaho, but the possessed noyshtahoits trail (of animal) is an objecoriented deverbal noun based on the
derived verb ‘ahaahomake road. Similarly, the nourY 00z (Judaeo-Christian) God cannot be possessed. To
indicate a relationship to God, for example, one uses the alijeated deverbal noun based on the derived verb
"ayoozworship; hencehayay—ozxanfilP-ON-worshipPL) our God, literally the one that we worship. See 44).
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13.1.3 Plural marking and count/mass noun status

Many nouns displaylpral forms (see £3.2.); plurality is generally indicated by a suffix. The
existence of a plural form correlates fairly well with the distinction between count noun and
mass noun. Count nouns typically (but not always) hastindt plural forms while mass nouns

do not. Count nouns also have other properties, as show23jnwhereas mass nouns are
different in all these points.

(23) Count nouns:
a. may be pluralized,;
may occur with a number modifier;
may occur with the singular indefinite artide a, an;
may occur with a singular positional article (s@d 2);
may occur wih the verbaazi carry instead ofoon carry (plural items).

®ooo

A prototypical count noun is the noumaxz dog. This may be contrasted with two
prototypical mass nounkamt loose soil, sand andhax water. (Note that these refer to poweer
type or liquidtype items.) Thse nouns contrast very clearly in the characteristics just presented.

(29 dog sand water
Singular haxz hamt hax
Plural haxaca (none) (none)
Number haxaca coocj(rwo)  * hamt coocj * hax coocj
Indefinite article ~ haxz zo * hamt za™ * hax zg™®
Verb forcarry caazi coon coon

Mass nouns likehamt soil, sand are distinguished from those likeax water both
semantically and formally. Those likmmt are composed of distinguishable individual pieces,
wheres those likéhax are not, either because they are liquid or they are solid mass. Those like
hamt commonly occur with the plural artict®i, unlike those likéhax water (which occurs with
cop). Some examples of mass nouns viitthividuated parts are given i25).

'3 This might occur in a negative construction, but negation induces the indefinite article in specialday§ (o
that should not confusesuegarding the basic situation. See, for example,
(i) E tom zo0 mapom—onec, E
__ Mmoney a 2&%IR.DP—N-carry.itemsH
OE ni lleves dinero, EO
... and don’t take money, ... (Lk 10:4) RMH2608_41
'8 This occurs in a negative construction (see the precéaiitigote):

(i) Hax zo hxomzho.
water a 1SGS.TR-EM-N-see
ONo tengo agua.®
1 don't have any water. (DS2005, quiho) RMFRAB7_76¢
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(25 a. hamtcoi the sand
b. xiica an icaai coi the sugar
c. hiltcoi my hair
d. tom coi the money

The group of mass nouns in Seri does mafude solid objects (except when they are
viewed as composed of powdery/grainy substances). For exampiezar would beziix ipxasi
quih (thing 3P-flesh theFL) or ziix ipxasi coi, the latter indicated multiple pieces.

13.2 Inflectional morphology of nouns
The inflectional morphology of nouns is limited to number and possessor/absolutive.

Count nouns typically have some morphology for showing the singular/plural distifttion,
although it is not always exploited (se@.3). Some kinsip terms are a bit more complicated in
this regard in that they also indicate the singular/plural distinction of the OpossessorO.

The morphological trappings for plurality vary, but they most typically involve a suffix and
may involve a change in the stefioss of a vowel or infixation). A simple examplerieosi
mourning dove, noosilc mourning doves. The details of pluralization morphology, which is
considerably more complicated than is apparent by this example, are givEh2rilo

Possessive and absolutive morphology is prefixal except for some odd suffixal material that
absolutive forms sometimes include in addition to the prefix. Details are givel3id.8and
al3.24.

Anticipating one detail about Ounspecified possessorQ explaint@l 2r3cthe inflectional
morphology for nouns is summarized in Figdi21.!® Some simple examples illustrating these
patterns, with mgheme breaks shown, are given in T&l8e.

13.2.1 Details about plural morphology

Count nouns which do not have a distinct plural form include (but are by no means limited to):
cacajSca bagworm moth, cacniwood ibis, cam a bark boring beetle, camabig skate, capoclim

chiton, cattpora robber fly, haan smooth Pacific venus clam, haaxt walkingstick (insect),

hacszj sea catfish, ptcamn lobster, sahmeesrange, andsatoj mussel.

Singular and plural forms are sometimes suppletive forms, alththegexamples of such
are not numerous.

" This topic is treated in detail in E. Moser & M. Moser (1976), Marlett (1981b, chapter 4), and Marlett (1990).

'8 Thisformula is slightly different with deverbal nouns; the unspecified subject/possessoyarefix the
possessor in those forms, whereas it precedes the possessor in nouns based on noun figbts. See o
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Table 13.2: Examples of nouns and inflectional morphology

Unspecified ~ Absolutive/  Root Plural  Extra Gloss
Possessor Possessor absolutive
material
Noosi mourning dove
noosi -lc mourning doves
hi- I't my head/hair
i- I't -COj their heads
qu- i- I't one’s head/hair
ha- I't head/hair
hi- nttac my younger maternal
aunt
ha- nttaca -t younger maternal aunt
a- nttac -la his/her/their younger

maternal aunts

(26)  Singular Plural
cmiique comcaac Seri person
cmaam cmajiic woman
eejc itooxsl 3P-strength
zaah ixaap™® day
ziix xiica thing

Some nouns simply add a suffix to form the plural. Tléative morpheme breaks are
indicated in the following examples. (The possibility of underlying forms is ignored here; this
presentation looks at superficial forms.) In some cases, the pattern shown is attested by only one

Figure 13.1: Possessed and kinship noun morphagical structure

U iFied Absolutive St Plural
nspecitie Possessor em Absolutive Extra Material

¥ The etymology of the plural forimtap is known: it is the action/oblique deverbal noun form of the verb
" xaap spend the night in a place.
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or two words, whereas in othetsetpattern is more robustly attested.

(27)  Singular Plural
a. C suffix
hehe hehet plant
cof cof-t San Juanico (tree)
ctam ctam-c$ man
hamic hamicj fire
caamopxa caamopxaj white-lined sphinx moth
b. CC suffix
hapxa hapxa-Ic cottontail rabbit
hax hax-Ic arrow point
c. CCV suffix
xpaahjs xpaahjs-lca hematite
isxaneehjs isxaneehjSica 3P-sternum
d. CVC suffix
xtaasi xtaasHtoj estuary
xees xeestaj fox
nop nop-xam bobcat
zaap zaap-coj roadrunner
hamquee hamqueecol wooden cooking fork
f. CCVC suffix
haaho haaho-lcam road

Other nouns lose a vowel in either the singular form or the plural form, although this is

13: Nouns

rarely the sole indicator of plurality for nouns. (More examples are given below.)

(28)  Singular Plural
inol inl his/her arm/hand/finger
colquiimet colquiimt?° black vulture

Other nouns appear to infix the consorjabpefore a finat in the plural form.

(29)  Singular Plural
caatc caatjc grasshopper
hameepec hameepejc place behind the house
hasc hasjc ABs-body.louse
icoeesc icoeesjc woven basket used as strainer
Xpeetc xpeetjc a sack-like brown seaweed

% This lexeme is obviously etymologically related to the verbal expressioala quiime high SN-HAVE-home
I'and so therefore it really fits with the verb pluralization patterns which are describedith.8
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Yet other nouns indicate plurality in part through changes in certain consonants near the end
of the wod. The most common changes @rgx] to | [1], andn to z [[]. It is not obvious
whether these are simple (or not so simple) consonant mutations, or more complex cases of
affixation and deletion, or a combination of these.

B0 j-~I
Singular Plural
haamoja haamolca antelope
zaaj zaalca cave
paaij paail-c driftwood
BY) n-~z
Singular Plural
canocnf* canoczoj Heermann's gull
iix3ni iix3z-aj his/her placenta and umbilical cord
mooxon mooxoza spotted scorpionfish
B2 m-~tz
Singular Plural
hequem hequetz grinding stone (archaic)
eenim eentz knife®?
haaonam haaonatz Ags-hat®
yequim yectz Yaqui

Most nouns use a combination of suffixation, deletion, and mutation for indicating plurality.
The morpheme breaks are prduggestively indicated in the following examples because it is
really quite difficult to tell what is the stem and what is the siffix.

(33) Words with postonic stem vowels in both forms

Singular Plural

COZiXQj coz'xokcoj banded gecko
hanaj hanal-c crow

hapaj hapal-c octopus
hasaj hasatca flat basket
XCOOMO)j xcoomokca housefly

! The finali in this word and the next could be epenthetic since coda consonant clusters disallow ebssalent
sequences. Seke end of 28.3.3

% This word is a loanword from a Utbztecan language. See Appendix A. The source of this plural formation is
unknown, however; it does not seem to be found in moderAlimcan languages.

2 This word is a loanwakfrom a UteAztecan language. See Appendix A.

2 Nevertheless, there is some clear evidence to understand which consonants and vowels are part of the stem. See
the lengthening rule described i8815.1
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(34

(39

(39)

xeenoj
itaasi

Words with postonic
Singula

slenapzj

cotj

Words with postonic
Singular
coeept
hasct
hast
haxz
iist

isct

oot

siip
xpist
xtiip

ziic
Z00z]
Wordswith posttonic
Singular
heexoj
hapefe
mojepe
haquim
icaheme
iime
iizax
hoocax
yaamol
seepol
teepol
Xeecoj
sleecoj
heexoj
imoz
haaco

xeenolcoj hummingbird
itaasi-toj 3P-name

stem vowels in neither form

Plural

slenapztcoj little blue heron
cot-lca round stingray

stem vowels in the plural form only
Plural

coeepitoj Gambel’s quail
hasactoj lung

hasatoj stone

haxa-ca dog

iisat-0j 3P-roe

isact-oj 3P-lung
ooto-lc coyote

siipi-Ic male youth
xpisat-j a squirrel
xtiipo-Ic giant Panamic cockle
ziica-Ic bird

zoozalca burlap bag

stem vowels in the singular form only
Plural

13: Nouns

heexsl dry pitahaya torch

hapef-coj harpoon point

mojep-toj sahuaro cactus

hactz whale

icahem-toj camp

iim-t 3P-dwelling

iiztox month

hooctax raincloud

yaaml-oj 3P-stomach (of fish)

seeptoj a common small coastal shrub
teeploj black jackrabbit

xeecsl| wolf

sleecs| heron

heexsl torch made of dry organ pipe cactus
imjSc 3P-heart

haacs-t Ass.house

The plural suffixesj and-oj (which might be allomorphs of each other, or of the suffix

-toj), and-taj appear with most of the recent loanworfidote also that the suffixd§ andExaj
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appear in the plurals of surnames, shown in 5.1, after vowels and nesibilant consonants,
respectively.)

(37)  Singular Plural
a. Vowelfinal stem
cascareera cascareeraj ladder
hohra hohra-j donkey
pazaato pazaato;j shoe
soaano soaangj bed sheet
seaato seaatoj goat
saraapi sartapitaj blanket
canoaa canoaataj boat

b. Consonanfinal stem

santaar santaar-oj soldier
tootar tootar-oj chicken
meroon meroon-taj melon
ret ret-coj lariat

The examples included heage only a sample of the facts. Because of the complexities of
expressing number, the 2005 dictionary lists plural forms for nouns (and also for verbs because
the complexities are similar, se&#1.3. See the following seicin for additional complexities
presented by the number of the posse$sor.

13.2.2 Plural possessor

Possessor prefix morphology does not generally distinguish the number of the possessor (see
013.2.3. The morphological idicators of number discussed in the previous section, which
generally indicate the number of the item (singular or plural), sometimes also indicate the
number of the possessor. For example, the war@@P-tongue)meanshis/her/its tongue; it has

the plual formipaloj (3P-tonguePL) which meansheir tongues. In most cases this would imply

that there is more than one possessor because animals and people do not share tongues and they
typically do not have more than one tongue. An animal that did haveotwgués, however,

would use the fornipaloj nonetheless. Other nouns like this (where a plural possessor would
generally imply more than one possessed item) are give8)n (

% One might ask how theggural forms are learned, or whether there is disagreement about them. As a matter of
fact, there is quite widespread agreement about them, although (not surprisingly) a few alternative plurals have
been recorded. When one asks about a particular ptura] bne can witness people fishing for the plural form at
times. And certainly no one knows all of the plural forms that have been recorded, especially for words that are
uncommon or archaic.
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(38)  Singular Plural
a. it his/her/its head i't -coj their heads
b. ipac his/her/its back ipaj-oj their backs
c. iip its tail iip-coj their tails
d. vyaap his/her/its neck yaap-coj their necks

The plural form is clearly ambiguous for various lexemes referringriwsitehich are commonly
plural even when a single possessor is involved. Some examples are gi¥@n in (

(39 Singular Plural
a. isla his/her/its ear isl-oj his/her/its/their ears
b. inol his/her/its hand/arm inl-0j his/her/its/their hands/arms
c. iime his/her/its home iim-toj his/her/its/their homes
d. itrooqui his/her car itrooqui -j his/her cars, their car(s)
€. yaaco his/her house yaacst his/her houses, their house(s)

Some kinshp terms and personal items have the same ambiguity found in body part nouns.

(40)  Singular Plural (ambiguous)
acmajeetehis wife’s older sister acmajeetoj his wife’s older sisters, Or
their wives’ older sisters
azaac her older sister azaacla her older sisters or
their older sisters
icaamiz his/her shirt ictamij-oj  his/her/their shirts

For some body part nouns, at least one personal item, and many kinship terms, the language
is more expressive in that it oftensha distinct form of the noun when the possessor is plural.
The word which indicates plurality of possessor in addition to implied plurality of the item
appears to have extra plural morphology, as indicated by the tentative morpheme breaks shown
below. A word such asatcalcoj is ambiguous: it means botheir younger sister and their

younger sisters.

(41 Sg. item, PI. item, Sg./Pl. item (usually),
Sg. pOSSess0Bg. possessor  pl. possessor
a. imt imt imat-j breast
b. st istj istal-ca leaf, petal
c. ito ito-j ito-lcoj eye
d. itoaa itoiit itoaa-tj foot/leg
e. itac itajc itaj -0j bone, stem, trunk
f. liseja iiselca iiselc-oj wing, branch
g. itaamt itaamt itaamat-j sandal
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h. atalxicom atalxicom-jc  atalxiicom-joj wife’s sister’s husband

i. atcamahaj atcamahalc atcamthatlcoj  younger sister (of
female)’s child

j. atcmajeem atcmajeemtaj atcmajeemtolca younger sister’s (of
female)’s husband

k. atcz atcal atcal-coj younger sister (of female)

. azcz azcal azcaloj younger brother (of male)

Possessed noun stems (whether body part nouns or deverbal nouns using the nogsinalizer

)26

which begin withy have special allomorphs of the possessive prefixes for first and second

person when thegssessor iglural. That is, rather than the usuatl andmi- (which have the
allomorphs ()h- and (in- beforey as explained in ¥3.2.3below) the allomorphka- andma-
occur in this situation. Otherwise thesléomorphs of the possessive prefixes do not occur in the

language.
(42)  Singular Possessor Plural possessor
ihyanopj  my fist
ihyanoplc  my fists hayan—palcoj our fists
inyanopj  your fist
inyanoplc  your fists mayan—palcoj your (pl.) fists
yanopj  his/her fist
yanoplc  his/her fists yan—palcoj their fists
(43 ihyahit  my eating hayaaitoj our eating
inyahit  your eating mayaaitoj your (pl.) eating
yahit  his/her/its eating yaaitoj their eating
(44 ihyayooz  the one I worship hayayoozxam the one(s) we worship
inyayooz  the one you worship mayayoozxam the one(s) you worship
yayooz the one s/he worships yayoozxam the one(s) they worship

13.2.3 Details about possessor morphology

Possessor morphology is limited to a small set of prefixes. Of the class of nouns that use
possessr morphology, two important subclasses emerge based on the details of pinel oyy:

kinship terms vs. the others (including bodytp@ouns, personal items, locational nouns, and
deverbal nouns (8.4). The possessor morphology used for the latter is also used with the
inflected postpositions &4.3.3.

% No kinship term root begins with so this strategy for indating plural possessor is not used with kinship
terms. The prefixeBa- andma- are the subject markers for first and second person plural, respectively
(=17.1.2.). This may be a case in which the morphology from the paradigms has leaked over to the noun
paradigms.
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13.2.3.1 Kinship terms

Kinship terms are a semantically coherent class of words in Seri; they all express the familial
relationship between individuat¥® The lexemes themselves may indicate the sex of the
referent, the sex of the person to whom they are related, and their relatigeaghe sample
lexemes preented in 45) below. These lexemes also illustrate the difference in inflectional
patterns beveen consonasihitial roots (paac and!mahaj ), and vowelinitial roots ( VVcaz

and! Vpaz). None of the kinship terms with vowilitial roots gives any direct hint as to the
quality of the vowef? although these terms do distinguish between one mora and two moras in
the stressed syble. We know that they are vowieitial roots because the regular stress pattern

is to stress the penultimate syllable of ther.

(45) older sister father’s older  younger brother  paternal
(of male) brother (of female) grandfather
First person hipaac himahaj hiicaz hipaz
Second person mapaac mamahaj maacaz mapaz
Third person  apaac amahaj aacaz apaz

2 A few expressions of kinship are synchronically and transparently based on verbs and are therefore inflected
like normal deverbal nouns. The most common ones are illustrated by these exampteszi (1ScDO SN-

carry)my father, more literallythe one who carried me; inyazi (LP-ON-carry) my child (male speaking), more
literally, the one whom I carried, hoZen(1P-ON-carry.itemsyny children (male speaking), more literalljie ones

whom I carried; him quiiquet (1SGDO SN-be.pregnant.with):y mother, more literally the one who was

pregnant with me; hiiquet (LP-ON-be.pregnant withy:y child (woman speaking), more literallyse one with

whom [ was pregnant. There are also productive ways to express kinssiipg denominal verbs based on kinship
noun roots; seel®.3

2 The kinship terms are probably on the verge of being obsolete for many Seri speakers. These data were
collected more than fifty years ago by Edward and Mary Mosebafate them by Alfred Kroeber (see Kroeber
1931). Of course, some of them are still in use, but the number of people who control them well has been
decreasing drastically. See Marlett & M. Moser (1989), & M. Moser & Marlett (1999). Some corrections appear
in the 2005 dictionary. As mentioned in the introduction, the number of primary kinship terms in the language
should make it a contender for a world record.

» Discussions of these roots in Marlett (1981b) claimed that these roots begamwitha basecn indirect
hints, primarily analogy with verb roots. However, while the verb roots provide direct evidence for the quality the
root-initial vowel, the noun roots never do.
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Table 13.3: Possessor morphology

Kinship terms Other possesed nouns
First person hi- hi- (andha-, see 43.2.9
First person emphatic N hati-
Second person ma- mi- (andma-, see 43.2.9)
Third person a- i-

See 43.2.2for discussion of the morphology relating to a plural possessor. 13e2.4for
discussion of absolutive forms of these nouns.

13.2.3.2 Other possessed nouns

Possessed nouns other than kinship terms all use the other set of possessive prefixes shown in
Table13.3. As with kinship érms, plurality of the possessor is sometimes indicated by suffixes
(see 43.2.2, although noun stems beginning wytllo something a bit more expressive (see the

end of 143.2.9. See the sampleXemes presented id§) below. These lexemes also illustrate

the difference in inflectional patterns between consoematial roots (“"taast), y-initial roots

("yeen, and vowelinitial roots ("VVsaand "Vsoj). Nore of the nouns with vowshitial roots

gives any direct hint as to the quality of the vowel.

(46) tooth face tonsil body
First person hitaast ihyeen hiisa hisoj
First person emphatic hatitaast hatyeen hatiisa hatisoj
Secondperson mitaast inyeen miisa misoj
Third person itaast yeen iisa iSOj
Unspecified possessor quitaast quisoj

The i of the prefixeshi-, mi- andi- elides beforey. This produces a cluster that is not
syllabifiable unless the word is preceded by a vowad, therefore in most cases an epenthetic
voweli precedes the sonoracbnsonant cluster (se%1.]). Them assimilates to the point of
articulation of they; see 28.5.2

The third person @sessor prefix may be preceded by the unspecified supgstessor
prefix ca- (see 47.1.5, which loses its vowel in this contexjuil't (< putative underlying form
{cei-lit}) one’s head/hair, quitoj one’s eyes, quipl one’s tongue. The meaning or usage of such
forms is slightly different from the absolutive forthal't head/hair,*° hatoj eyes, hapl rongue
(see 43.1.2. A pair of examples to contrast the two formsiiseg in @7):

% The difference between these meanings is signaled by the choice of quiiclghe Cm) for the head anduih
(the.FL) for the hair.
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47 a. Quilt quij  sahpaaisx aha.
US-3P-head theCwm IRr.ID-Pv-cause.be.cleamux-DcL
OUno debe lavarse la cabeza.®
One should wash one’s head. (s2005, cgaRMH_08407_111a

b. E halt quih imacaaitic.
Ass-hair/head theFL 3:3-Px-cause.be.soft
OE ablanda el cabello.®

...it softens the hair. (Ds2005, pnaacsl) RMF4AE_111b

This unspecified subjedr possessor prefiga- is used in thé way before general possessed
nouns, but never before kinship termsaata (one’s mother), *casaac(one’s son). Kinship
terms only use the absolutive forms for similar ideas.

Locational nouns are inflected for possessor identically to the body pars;nsesn &3.4
Deverbal nouns are discussed in chapter

13.2.4 Details about absolutive morphology
Body part nouns and kinship terms may be inflected for the absolutive pré8x. (2.

The absolutive prefix for nouns other than kinship ternmsais with the surface allomorph
haa- when the root begins with two moras (see the wordofor/ in (48)).

(48) tooth face tonsil body
Third person itaast yeen iisa iSOj
Absolutive hataast hayeen haasa hasoj
Root " taast "yeen "WV sa "V s0j

The absolutive prefix for kinship terms &- before consonasinitial roots andhape
before vowelinitial roots>*

(49 older sister  father’s older younger brother paternal
(of male) brother (of female) grandfather

Third person apaac amahaj aacaz apaz
Absolutive hapaac hamahaj hapeeuez hapepez

Root " paac "mahaj "VV caz "V paz

One can detect that vowel harmony is taking place in the absolutive forms of the kinship
terms which havbape-. See 43.6.4

%1 This fact confirms the claim made that certain roots begin with (empty) vowel position(s}8s2orthe
relevance of this to the placement of stress.
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Table 13.4: Absolutive morphology
Kinship terms General possessed nouns
ha- before consonant ha-
hape before vowel

Some of the absolutive forms of kinship terms have extra material at the end of tH& word.

(50 sister’s child stepchild father husband’s
(qfn1ale)33 (of female) sister
Third person aac acomiique am agueec
Absolutive haacart hacomiique-t hapeme haqueequet
Root "WV ca " comiique "V'm "queeque

13.3 Noun classes with origin in profile

Another classification of nouns is emerging or has emerged which is very different from the
morphological classes described above and also different thentypical count/mass noun
distinction. This classification has its origin in the profile or orientation of the item referred to,
but it has obviously begun to be something more complicdted.

13.3.1 Determiner selection

Several definite artiels are used in the language; these are discussed in more de2ailinmhe
appropriate use of these articles very often takes into consideration the physical orientation of
the item:haxz com (dog theHz) is appropriate Wwen the dog is lying dowrhaxz cop (dog

theVvT) when it is standindiaxz quij (dog theCm) when it is sitting, anttaxz quih (dog thefi)

when it is not in view. The OmotionO demonstrative adjediivésa (Mp-Aw) and tanticat
(Mp-Aw-PL) are sometimesised with a noleictic force:haxz tintica when the item is going

away from the point of reference, etc.

The distinction between the singular artickem N typically used for a horizontal object,
but here denoting a grouf and the plural articlecoi is also used effectively when the noun is
overtly plural to give effects such as that showrbit):(

¥ The phonetic evidemcsuggests that the vowel which may appear is part of the root, but that the final consonant
is a suffix; the words are hyphenated that way below. The vowels lengthen phonetically when they are in the
position required for pogbnic lengthening (28.5.0. It is wellestablished that such lengthening does not apply

to suffixes.

% This noun is irregular in that it uska- for the Absolutive rather thamape- that is expected for vowditial
kinship roots.

% See Marlett & M. Mosr (1994a).
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(51) a. Hahootj com tcooo, E
ABs-entrancePL theHz Ri-all
OTodas las puertas (p. €j., del pueblo), EO
All of the doors (e.g., in the town), ... (Offered) RMH-1807_58a

b. Hahootj coi  tcooo, E
ABs-entrancePL thePL Ri-all
OTodas las puertas (p. €j., de la casa), EO
All of the doors (e.g., de la casa), ... (Offered) RMH-1807_58b

The noun classes which are emerging show a relationship to this foundation in physical
orientation or standard profile. While some nouns (especially those referring to prominent,
mobile items such as large mammals) maguocwith one of various articles in different
contexts, other nouns are more limited. Insects, birds and small animals may occur with a motion
demonstrative adjectiyédut otherwise typically usguij (compact), as do wordsrfbushes, and
words likesiimet bread (When viewed as aoll), andzaah sun. Words for long and typically
prone items, such asmnoaaboat, generally useom (horizontal) when motion is not relevant.
Words for tall items, such dsacohouse, usecap (vertical; or its variantcop). Flexible items
such as chains, cloth, and bread (in a generic sense) typicatiyibs@lexible). Meteorological
expressions, such as the deverbal noigngim (3P-AON-hot.weather)summer, hot weather,
ihaapl (3P-AON-cold) winter, the cold, andihamoc (3P-AON-be.night)darkness, night, as well
as the wordgaah day*® andhai air, wind all use the articleop (vertical), as do certain other
abstractions, such @saaitom (3P-AON-US-spealword, psaac icooxi(3P-AON-US-die) hunger,
andihasii smell, odor (3P-AON-Auc-smell).

13.3.2 Existential verb selection

These classes of nouns are relevant also to the choice of positional verb that is used to express
existence or to present new characters in a narrative. (These verbs are the etyhsologiea
of the articles.)

13.3.2.1 Vertical profile and abstractions:Vap stand and article cop/cap

Some nouns which typically fit the vertical profile includheaco ouse (and other buildings),
hehe tree, hast mountain (if tall), hateeyabottle, xaasj cardon cactus and mojepe sahuaro
cactus. Nouns used as abstractions in this class incladah day, iizax month. The wordhai
wind, air also is in this class.

% This word meansun when it occurs with the articlguij .
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(520 E, haaco zo toc cStap, E
ABs.house a there 3I0-RL-stand
OE, hab’a un casa, EO

..., there was a house, ... (DS2005, cap—ti) RM&#G08_63

63) E, zaah xah zo toc cStap, E
day/sun ! a there 3l0-RL-stand
OE, unda, EO

..., one day, ... (Gigante_Comelon_6) RM&608_64

Plural nouns in this group use the suppletive pluddi (standPL) and the plural articleoi.
(This plural form is used and gised as a more general plural stem in other situations, not
indicative of profile. See below.)
(54 Haacst pac toc  cStoii,
Ass.housePL some there 310-RL-standP.

OHab’a algunas casas, EO
There were some houses, ... RMH_14507_59c

13.3.2.2 Compact profile: Viij sitand article quij

Some nouns which typically fit the compact profile inclutiee bird (and virtually all species of
birds), hax3linaailj mollusk (and many species of clams$)ast rock, trooqui vehicle, jhehe
yapxstj flower, sahmeesorange, jziix coqueht ball, hamic lamp (lit., fire) and hehe
hasctm ship.
(55 Hamic zo toc  cstiij, E
fire a there 310-RL-sit

OHab’a una lumbre, EO
There was a fire, ... RMH_08608_65

(56) Coneenoziic zo toc  cstiij ma, E
sparrow a there 3I0-RL-sit DS
OuUn gorri—n estaba all’, EO
A sparrow was there, ... (DS2005, cahihom) RMHETB_66

Plural items in this group use the suppletive plurabxalca (sit.PL) when they are
presented as being separate and in their locations, and the more geiiefléFL.P.) when
they are presented as being gathered together.

(57) HaxSlinaailcj pac toc cStooxalca / cStoii, E
moallusk-PL some there 310-RL-sit.PL  310-RL-beFL.PL
OHab’a algunos moluscos, EO
There were some mollusks, ... RMH_10507 59d
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(58 jHeheitiigu'colimjpac toc cStooxalca, E
chair some there 3I0-RL-Sit.PL
OHab’a unas sillas, EQ
There were some chairs, ... RMH_08608_67

(599 Sahmeespac toc cStooxalca, E
orange(s)some there 310-RL-Sit.PL
OHab’a naranjas, EO
There were oranges, ... RMH_03608_68

Note: the verhy ooxalca(sit.pL) is used for nouns in this class which do not vary in position.
A different (suppletive) plural form ofilj siz is used when the noun is variable in position
(typical of people and large mammals); s&8.8.2.7

13.3.2.3 Horizontal profile: Yoom Jie and article com

Some nouns which typically fit the horizontal profile inclutlaguiimet /izard (and species of
lizards),coiimaj snake (and species of snakebgst mountain (if long), hasqg river, zixctm fish
(and species of fish)toozj his/her/its intestine, satoj mussel, xepe sea andicaaspoj pencil,

pen.

(60) Canoaa zo toc cotom, E
boat a there 310-RL-lie
OHab’a una panga, EO
There was a boat, ... rRRR

Plural items in this group use the suppletive plurabitoj (lie.P.) when they are presented
as being separate and in their locations, and the more gemdrgb&FL.PL) when they are
presented as being gathered together.

(61) Canoaataj pac toc cStooitoj /  cStoii, E

boatPL some there 3I0-Ri-lie.P. 3I0-RL-beFL.PL
OHab’a algunas pangas, EO
There were some boats, ... RMH_10507 59

13.3.2.4 Items with flexible characteristics or indeterminate profile: Viih be
(flexible) and article quih

Some nouns which pycally fit the OflexibleO profile includeapota jacket, hapnaailj skirt,
hapaspoji paper, ihapaspoj hanoocaj book, jeenm hacoaazj chain, poos; fishing line, jZiix
icacStimj blanket, siimet bread (generically). Indeterminate profileiix thing, expresions for
people (especially in the sense of residing).
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(62 Hap inaail zo toc  cstiih, E
mule.deer3P-skin a there 3I0-RL-beFL
OHab’a una piel de venado bura, EO
There was a mule deer hide, ... (Ds2005, caapca) RMH.GIB 69

Plural items in this group use the plurdihtolca (beFL-PL) when they are presented as
being separate and in their locations, and the more geneiial(beF..P.) when they are
presented as being gathered together.

(63) Haptspolcg pac toc cstiihtolca / cstoii E

papers some there glp—RL-beFL-PL.IMPF 3lI0-RL-be.FL.P
OHab’a algunos papeles, EO
There were some papers, ... RMH_1a507_59f

13.3.2.5 Loose (non-liquid) mass: Voii be (p/.) and article coi

Some nouns which are characterized as being loose btigo@h masses includexjica coose
toji rice (thing-PL SN-narrowPL), jxiica is cquihjSj beans (thing-P. 3P-fruit SN-red), hapaha
quisj flour (SN-Pv-grind SN-raw), hamt soil, sand, xiica coopol coffee (beans or grounds)
(thing-PL SN-black).
(64) iXiicaanicaaij pac toc cstoii, E

sugar some there 310-RL-beFL.PL

OHab’a azcecar, EO

There was sugar, ... RMH_08608_70

13.3.2.6 Liquid and knife-like items: Yap stand and article cap

Some nouns which represent liquids (other than large bodies of water) inbhale:blood
(ABs.blood), iquihaamaj one’s sweat (3P-AON-US-sweat), hataajc saliva (Ass-saliva), hax
ihasii quiipej perfume, jsooda coopgl cola (sodaSN-black), cafee jxiica coopol (liguid)
coffee (thing-PL SN-black). Knifelike items are also in this class (for unknown reasons); these
nouns includeeenimknife, haspaayasword (Ass-sword).
(65 Hax pac toc c3tap, E
water some there 3|0-RL-stand
OHab’a agua, EO

There was water, ... RMH_04608_71

(66) Eenim zo toc cstap, E
knife a there 3l0-RL-stand
OHab’a un cuchillo, EO
There was a knife, ... RMH_0a608_72



454 13: Nouns

13.3.2.7 People and other large land mammals: stand, sit, lie, be (flexible) and
corresponding articles

People and large land mammals are commonly presented as being seated as a kind of default
position for a person being in a place (when not ill, dead, traveling, letit.)hey may also be
presented as OlivingO in a place (using the"viértbe.FL) or in specific positions.

(67)  Cmiique zo toc  cstiij, E
person a there3lO-RL-sit
OHab’a una persona, EO
There was a person, ... RMH_1507_59a

(68 Cmiique ctam zo toc  c8tiih, E
person/Seri man a there 3I0-RL-beFL
OHab’a un hombre seri, EO
There was a Seri man, ... (Consejos_perro) RMHLEBS_73

The presentation of plural seated people or animals in this class is different than that for
things2® using the roots dhca (sitPL) and "ahajca (sitPL-IvPF) rather than boxalca (see
013.3.2.2.%

(69) Comcaac pac toc cStahajca, E
person/SerP.  some there 310-RL-Sit.PL.IMPF
OHab’a algunas personas, EO
There were some people, ... RMH_0a608_74

(700 Haxaca pac toc cStahca, E
ABs-petPL some there 310-RL-sit.PL
OHab’a algunos perros, EO
There were some dogs, ... RMH_08608_75

13.3.2.8 Items viewed as locations: Vahca be located and the article hac

Some nouns are presented as locations rather than objects. These hatlodeensrance and
zaaj cave.

(7) Hahoot zo toc cStahca ma, E
Ass-entrancea there 310-RL-be.locatedDS
OHab’a una entrada, EO
There was a doorway, ... RMH_1a507_59b

% This is perhaps the only place in the grammar that something like a notion of animacy comes to being
important. And yet it can be seen from these facts that it is not really an{siacy rabbits are as animate as
dogs) that is the relevant notion.

%" The 2005 dictionary incorrectly limited theHajca stem to people.
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(720  Hahootj pac toc cStahjoj, E
ABs-entrancePL some there 310-RL-be.locatedP.
OHab’a algunas entradas, EO
There were some entrances, ... RMH_14507_59g

13.3.3 Placement verb selection

The sameclasses of nouns are relevant for the choice of placement verb that is used in the
clause, although the placement verbs do not match wpoemee with the positional verbs. The
relevant verbs at this point arat (putFL) for flexible things, ‘aquim (put.items) for small

loose things, taaix (putCwm) for compact items, dxquim (putHz) for long items, ‘aca(putLq)

for liquids and knives, Zam (putVT) for tall items. (These may also be modified witapx

outside and changed into verbs of extraction.)

13.4 Locational nouns

Locational nouns are a small subset of possessed rfbupsrhaps only twelve lexemds

which usually indicate the physical relationship of one item to another. Some of the nouns also
have more concrete meanings in which they indicate a eoem part of some object: the
surface, the tip, the bottom, the interior, etc. The referential component part noun presumably is
the historical source of the locational noun, and these meanings and uses are indicated in the
relevant subsections belof.These other uses of the nouns sometimes make it difficult to
distinguish them from certain other possessed nouns which indicate location but which have
different syntactic properties from the locational notis.

The examples and discussion in the subsecti@iew show that some of these locational
nouns are used with inherent frames of reference and some with relative frames of réference.

With respect to its syntactic properties, the prototypical use of the locational noun is
expressed in the following sama.:

(73) [[[DP] LocationalNoun] Article] Postposition
A simple set of examples is given irdj.

(749 a. (he) himac hac ano in our midst
1PRO 1P-midst theLc 3Pin

% XXX References to Lillehaugen, Munro, Levinson, and others. XXX

% The nourih’t place behind is nearly always used without the locative artitde or a postposition (see the
discussiorbelow), and for that reason it is omitted from this list.

40 Levinson (2003:41ff).
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b. (me) mimac hac ano in your midst
2PrO 2P-midst  theLc 3Pin
c. comcaac coi imac hac ano in the midst of the people

personP. thePL 3P-midst thelLc 3Pin

The definite articlewhich occurs with the noun whénhas the more concrete meaning is
likely to be one of the positional articlesofn, for example), whereas when the word is used as a
locational noun, the article is most commohbc (221.2.5.

The complet inventory of locational nounS those that regularly occur in the kind of
construction shown abovl is given in Tablel3.4. The postposition need not immediately
follow the nominal phrase (see chafg), as shown in the examples beltw.

About half of the locational nouns are vague for the number of the complement; the others
have distinct plural forms. When there are distinct singular and plural forms, the choice of stem
is determined by the number diet complement. Thugacl (3P-surface/place.above) is tpéice
above him/her/it anditacaj (3P-surface/place.abovi) is theplace above them.

13.4.1 An place inside of it

The first locational noun alphabetically in the list in TabB4 is different from the rest in that it

does not have an overt third person possessor marker on it and cannot be inflected for first or
second persoff. The locational nourtn place inside of it is presumably related to both the
concrete nourn its interior and the postpositioano in it (122.2.7). Its plural form isancoj.

(75  iXiica canaaotajjcoi haacst coi  ancoj hac
cats thePL Ass-housePL thePL 3Pplace.insidePL thelc
ano coii ha.*?

3P.in SN-beFL.PL DcL

OLos gatos esttn en las casas.O
The cats are inside the houses. RMH_ 02008 10

(76)  jHehe zamij quij in hac ano quiij iha.
box theCm 3P-place.inside theLc 3Pin SN-sit DcL

OEstt en la caja.O
It is down inside the box. rMH_08008_8

“*! The possessed noiicot place between (pluraliicotaj) does not occur withac, apparently, and commonly
occurs without a postposition. It is assumed here that it ia notun of the category discussed here.

*2The meaningnside of you is expressechisoj com ano(2P-body theHz 3P-in).
*3 The simpler sentencdéiica cantaotaj coi haacst coi ano coii his also grammatical and synonymous.
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The previous example is not an exact paraphrase of a similar sentence which omits the
locational article and its determineas shown below, in which the meaning ioefide is
expressed solely by thpostposition.

(77)  jHehe zamijj quij ano quiij iha.

box theCv 3PRin SN-sit DcL

OEstt en la caja.O
It is in the box. RMH_ 02008 9

13.4.2 Coipatj beside it

The locational nouSipatj beside it is presumably related etymologilyato the verb root patj
flattened (sharing the same plural stenpdtalca and being an action/oblique deverbal form
(=14.4 of that verb, which is the reason for the prefix (217.1.2.4. The nounmay have the
concrete meaning of the side of somethindhaeco cSipatj external wall surface (of house), or
the side of a person (see exam@@ép] in chapteB). This locational nouiis used to describe the
position of an item which is to one side or the other of another dject.

(78)  jHapaspoj hanoocajj quih  cSmipat] iicp hac it
book theFL 310-2P-beside3P-place.next.to theLc 3P-on
quiih iha.
SN-beFL DcL

OEl libro estt a tu lado.O
The book is at your side (next to you). RMH_0200811

(790  jHapaspoj hanoocajj coi cSmipittalca iicp hac iti
books theP. 310-2P-besideP. 3P-place.next.to theLc 3P-0on
coii ha.

SN-beFL.PL DcL

OLos libros esttn a tu lado.O
The books are at your side (next to you). RMH_0200812

* More specific reference can be desby referring to whether the itemxispe iicp cSip+tj haczhe sea side,
hehe fn iicp cSipttj hac(alternativelyheen iicp cSipttj hag the desert side, xnaa iicp cSipttj hac (the south
side), orhaapa iicp cSipftj hac(she north side). North and southra (approximately) fixed points, btite sea
side andthe desert side vary by location. When necessary, they may be replacedddy quij iicp cSipttj hac
the east side (referring tozaahsun) andzeeme quij iicp cSipttj hacthe west side (referring tozeeme sunser), or
expressions that are even more complicated.
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13.4.3 lhiin place near it

The nounihiin meanglace near it.*®

(80) Canoaa com jhiin hac it caap iihi.
boat theHz 3P-place.neartheLc 3P-on SN-standPast
OEstuvo cerca de la panga.O
S/he/it was (standing) near the boat. (ps2005, ivin) RMH2087_98a

(81) Canoaataj coi ihiin hac it caap iihi.
boatPL theP. 3P-place.neartheLc 3P-on SN-stand Past
OEstuvo cerca de las pangas.O
S/he/it was (standing) near the boats. RmH_02107_98b

(82) hasojJordin hapth  com ihiin com jiti  cayaxi xah
river SN-Pv-say theHz 3P-place.neartheHz 3P-on SN-measureN

com tcooo

theHz Rt-all

Otoda la regi—n cercana al r'o JordtnO
all the region near the river Jordan (t3:5) RMH-p807_98c

(83) Heezitim Salim hapth  quij ihiin hac
city SN-Pv-say theCwm 3P-place.nearthelc
ano caahca ha.

3Pin SN-be.located DcL

OEra cerca de Salim.®
It was near the city of Salim. (an3:23) RMH-2807_98d

(84) Heezitim tiquij ihiin hac hax cactim caacoj z
city Mb-Cm 3P-place.neartheLc water SN-be.cut SN-big a

it tij maE

3P-on RL-sit DS
OHay un estanque cerca de esa ciudad, EO
There is a pool near that city, ... (n5:2)RMH_02107_98e

(85)  Mihiin hac it quiij  iha.

2P-place.neathelLc 3P-on SN-sit DcL
OEstt sentado/a cerca de ti.0
S’/he/it is sitting near you. RMH_02107_98f

%> This word occurs in the name for Baja California and the distant islands in thetaesth’in (land 3P-
place.near). That one name also is the only one known to have a special form (a dfiigeeferm) when
modifying a noun such ammctac(personPL): Hant Ih'ini comctac Baja California people.
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13.4.4 lhiinpx place near it

The nounihiinpx also meansplace near it. Much less commonly used thahiin, and
considered somewhat ofdshioned, this noun mabpe used to demonstrate respect to the
addresse# the addressee is also the complement of the locational noun,&8}.1fi (
(86)  Mihiinpx hac it quiij iha.
2P-place.neathelLc 3P-on SN-sit DcL

OEstt sentado/a cerca de ti.0
S’/he/it is sitting near you. RMH_02107_98k

(87 Alhiinpx hac it hsiih haa-ya?
3P-place.near theLc 3P-on 1SsS.Tr-IR.ID-putFL Aux QM
OAQuieres que lo pongacakca (del otro)?0

Do you want me to put it there near the other one? (Ds2005, inirfgMH_02307_98g

(88) E heezitim JerosalZm hac  ihiinpx hac it miizcam.
city theLc 3P-place.neartheLc 3P-on Px-arrive PL

OE llegaron cerca de Jerusalem.O
... they arrived near Jerusalem. (Mk11:1) RMH-2807_98h

(89 E hast Sina’ hapth cop ihiinpx hac iti  toii, E
mount SN-Pv-say theVT 3P-place.neartheLc 3P-on RL-beFL.P
OE estabarerca del monte Sina’, EO
... they were near Mount Sinai, ... (Ac 7:38) RMH-2807_98i
(900 E hiictoj hizcoi mihiinpx hac it tmahca.

my.children Px-P.  2P-place.neartheLc 3P-on Ss-sit.PL
OE mis hijos pueden estar safta cerca de ti.O
... my children can be seated near you. (wt20:21) RMH-2B07_98;

13.4.5 licp place next to it

The locational nouiicp meanglace next to it. It also has an extended, nphysical meaning of

“® This word is listed in the 2005 dictionary as a varianhifi, but this is an error except in that they are near
synonyms. The dictionary aldistsihiinipxat as a plural. Howeveihiinipxat is not really a plural, and it is not
used as a locational noun. Wheréam andihiinpx meanplace near, ihiinipxat meansplace rather near

(within some kind of perimeter). A sentence given to illustraiewas:

(iv) He Hast Yaxaxoj ihiinipxat com o0 he quiihtolca ha.
1PrRO Pel—n.Peak place.rather.neatheHz DL 1PRO SN-beFL-IMPF DCL
OCamintbamos cerca de Cerro Pel—n.0

We were walking near Pelon Peak. (Offered)RRRecording
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on the side of it and sometimesecause of it (with the verb meaning Og80).

(9) Me miicp hac iicp ihpsiij aha.
2Pro 2P-place.next.taheLc toward 1SGS.IN-IR.ID-Sit Aux-DcL
OVoy a sentarme hacia ti.0
I am going to sit next to you. (DsS2005, ic)oRMH_02107_99a

(920 He miicp hac iicp siip caha.
1Pro 2P-place.next.tahelLc toward Ir.Ip-stand Aux.SN-DcL
OVoy a estar en tu laflo voy a votar por ti.0
I’'m going to be on your side — ['m going to vote for you. (Offered)RMH_08608_76

Table 13.5: Locational nouns

First person Second peson Third person

" " In place inside of (sg.)
" " ancoj place inside of (pl.)
cShipttj cSmipitj cSipttj place next to (sg.)
cShipitalca cSmipttalca cSipftalca place next to (pl.)
hih’in mih’in ih’'in place near

hih’inpx mih’inpx in'inpx place near

hiicp miicp iicp place next to

himac mimac imac place in the midst of
him—cl mim—cl im—cl place under (sg.)
him—caj mim—caj im—caj place under (pl.)
himoz't mimoz't imoz't place in the middle of
hipac mipac ipac place behind (sg.)
hipajoj mipajoj ipajoj place behind (pl.)
hipot mipot ipot place at the bottom of
hittcl mitcl itfcl place above (sg.)
hitfcaj mitfcaj itfcaj place above (pl.)
hiyat miyat iyat place on top of (sg.)
hiyataj miyataj iyataj place on top of (pl.)
ihyan’icp inyan’icp yan'icp place in front of (sg.)
hayan’icjoj mayan’icjoj yan'icjoj place in front of (pl.)

*First and second person inflected formsaafcoj) are not grammatical, unlike those of the
postpositiorano (122.2.1).
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(93) Me miicp hac iti mhata, he soos caha.
2Pro 2P-place.next.taheLc 3P-on Twp-1ScS-RL-movelPro SN-sing Aux.SN-DcL
OcCantarZ por motivo de ti/ustedes.O
I will sing because of you. RwH_02107_99b

(949 Me miicp hac it mota ma, E
2Pro 2P-place.next.taheLc 3P-on Twp-RL-move DS
OPor causa de ustedes, EO
Because of you, ... (1Th2:19) RMH-ZED7_99c

13.4.6 Imac place in the midst of them

The locational noummac meanlace in the midst of it Or place between them and always takes
a plural complement, unlike the concrete use of that noun which meangd/e.*®

(95 Xiica  coi imac hac ano cap, E
thingPL theP. 3P-midst theLc 3Pin Im-stand
OPonte de pie en die de esas personas, EO
Stand up in the midst of them, ... (Lk 6:8)RMH_02107_99e

(96) AMimac hac ano tap?
2P-midst theLc 3Pin RL-stand
OAEstt parado en medio de Uds.?0
Is s/he/it standing in your midst? rRvH_02107_10a

(97 E Pedro com santaar quih coocj imac hac ano toom, E
theHz soldier theF. SN-two 3P-midst theLc 3Pin RL-lie
OE Pedro estaba acostado entre dos soldados, EQ
... Peter was lying between two soldiers, ... (Ac 12 RMH_08107_100b

(98)  Aziix coquehtj quij mimac hac ano xiij!
ball theCv 2P-midst theLc 3Pin Ewm-sit
OAEI bal—n est} en el medio de ustdes!O
The ball is in the midst of you (pl.)!

13.4.7 Imocl place under it

The locational nunimocl meansplace under it and has a plural forrmocaj.*® Its concrete
meaning ists underside.

“*8 The plural formmajc is only used with the concrete meaning.

9 The translation of Lk 13:34 haselca coi im—cl hac an itfquimfor she puts them under her wings. It is

notable that here the singular form—clis used although the complement is pluis¢lta coj 3P-wing-PL

thePL). This translation was confirmed to me and it was explained that it was appropriate because there is only
one hen. If there were two hens, the plural farm-cajvould be appropriate.
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anything that isdwer than about waist level of a person who is seated in a chair. It makes no
difference whether an object is on the floor behind, beside, or in front of the person.

(99

(100

(102)

(109

(103

This locational noun (as distinguished from the component part noun) appears to generally
be used with aelative frame of reference. This is tlegpropriate locational noun to use when
describing, for example, an insect that is sitting OonO the surface of inverted table; the insect is
actually under the table. This is also the appropriate expression for describing the position of

13: Nouns

jZiix quiijc j com canoaa com imocl hac ano toom,
dynamite theHz boat theHz 3P-place.undetheLc 3Pin Ri-lie
miijc.
Px-explode

OLa dinamita explot— debajo de la panga.0
The dynamite exploded under the boat. (Ds2005,im—cl) RMEL08_100c

iHapaspoj hanoocaj quih mimocl hac ano xiih.
book theF. 2P-place.undethelLc 3Pin Em-beFL
OEl libro estf debajo de ti.0

The book is under you. (ps2005,im—cl) RMgL08_100d

Hast quij himocl hac ano hyocaaix.
stone theCm 1P-place.under theLc 3Pin 1SsS.TR-DT-putCwm
OPuse lagilra debajo de m’.0

1 put the stone under me. RMH_02307_100e

Haxz com himocaj hac ano coom iha.
dog theHz 1P-place.undeP. thelLc 3Pin SN-lie DcL
OEl perro estt tirado debajo de nosotros.O

The dog is lying under us. RMH_021:07_100f

jAcaam ccag quij hehet com imocaj com
wren theCm plantPL theHz 3P-place.undePL. theHz
ano tiihtim x, E

3Pin RL-beFL.IvPF UT
OLa troglodita anda muy ripido debajo de los arbuEstdsun_oaro7_100g

The wren goes around very quickly under the bushes here and there, ... (0S2005, im—cl)

13.4.8 Imozit in the middle of it

The locational nouimoz't meansn the middle of it. Its corcrete meaning iss half. Although a

plural form of the noun exists, the singular form is used for the locational noun.
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(104 Aziix coquehtj quij mimoz't hac ano xiij!
ball theCm 2P-middle theLc 3Pin Ewm-sit
OLa pelota estt en medio de Uds.O
The ball is in the midst of all of you. (0s2005, imozRMH_08008 13

13.4.9 lpac place behind it

The locational nouipac meanslace behind it. Its concrete meaning is/her/his back (the part
of the ody). The plural form is not used when the referent objects are grouped,18€)irb(it
it is appropriate when plural persons are referred to, dir).(

(1059 Haxz cop haaco quih  ipac hac ano caap iha.
dog thevTt Asshouse theF. 3P-place.behindhelLc 3Pin SN-stand DcL
OEl perro estt detrts de la casa.O
The dog is behind the house. (Ds2005, ipac) RMH2087_100h

(1060 Haxz cop  haacst coi ipac hac ano caap iha.
dog thevTt AsshouseP. theFL 3P-place.behindhelLc3Pin SN-stand DcL
OEl perro estt detrts de las casas.O
The dog is behind the houses. rRmH_0as08_77

(107 Haxz cop  hipajoj hac ano caap iha.
dog thevt 1P-place.behingL theLc 3Pin SN-stand DcL
OEl perro estt detrfs de nosotros.O
The dog is behind us. rRMH_0200814

This locational noun appears to be used withigrerent frame of reference when the
referene object (Ground) has an inherent backside. Therefore this word is used to indicate that
the item is ObehindO an object even if the backsde of the Ground is facing the interlocutors.

13.4.10 Ipot place at the bottom of it

The locational nounpot meansplace at the bottom of it, while its concrete meaning iss
bottom.
(108 AHaptspolca coi ipot hac ano toom?
papers thePL 3P-bottom thelLc 3Pin Rui-lie

Ols it at the bottom of the pile of papers?0
Is it at the bottom of the pile of papers? (Ds2005, ipot)y RMH2087_101a

13.4.11 Itacl place above it

The locational noutitacl meansplace above it, while its concrete meaning is surface. For
some speakers, this locational noun also meansp of it, while for others that meaning is
preferentially indicated byyat (see 43.4.12below). The basic distinction between the two is
clear from the contrast betweetacl hac iti (3P-surface.place.above the. 3P-on), which
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implies in the air, andyat hac iti (3P-place.m.top.of thel.c 3P-on), which usually means on the
surface.
(109 Hamazaj quij mitacl hac ano quiij iha.
ABs-claypottheCm 2P-surfaceplace.abovethelLc 3Pin SN-sit DcL

Ola olla estt arriba de ti.0
The pot is above you. (DS2005, iticl) RMH2087_101c

(110 jZiix ccapj tintica itacaj hac iti quiij  iha.
airplane  Mbp-Aw 3P-surfaceplace.abovelL thelLc 3P-on SN-sit the

OEI avi—n est? arriba de ellos.®
The plane is above them. (DS200sttcl) RMH_02%07_101d

See also the following expression (without a postposition):

(111) AMit acl hac  hooctal!
2P-place.abovehelc Im-look.at
OAMira arriba de ti!O
Look above you! rwH_o0m008 15

13.4.12 lyat place on top of it

The locational nouiyat meanlace on top of it, while its concrete meaning s tip.

(112 jZziix canaaoj quij jhehe itiicoohitimj com iyat hac
cat theCm table theHz 3P.place.on.top.othelLc
iti quiij  iha.

3P-on SN-sit DcL

OEl gato estt en la mesa.O
The cat is on the table. rmH 08708 234

(113 Caatc quij iyat hac it quiij  iha.
grasshoppetheCm 3P-place.on.top.of theLc 3P-on SN-sit DcL
OEl saltamontes est? en ella jpl&emesa).O
The grasshopper is on it (e.g., the table). rvH_0z008 16

(114 Miyat hac it hsiiquim aha.
2P-place.on.top.oftheLc 3P-on 1ScS.TrR-IR.ID-put.items Aux-bpcL
OLos voy a poner encima de ti.0
I am going to put them on top of you. RMH_0200817

13.4.13 Yaniicp place in front of it

The wordyaniicp place in front of it (Sometimes pronouncegekniicp) is etymologically derived
from yeenits face andiicp place next to it (213.4.5.
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(119 Haxzcop haaco cop yaniicp hac iti caap iha.
dog thevTt AsshousetheVvT3P-place.in.fronttheLc 3P-on SN-stand DcL
OEl perro estt parado delante de la casa.O
The dog is standing in front of the house. RwmH_02107_101e

(1160 Haxz cop haacst coi  yaniicjoj hac iti caap iha.
dog theVvTABs.housePL thePL 3P-place.in.frontPL theLc 3P-on SN-stand DcL
OEl perro esttf parado delante de las casas.O
The dog is standing in front of the houses. RwH_o@107_101f

(117)  Ahyaniicp hac caaaxoj!
1P-place.in.front.of thelcIm-go.away.fromP.
OSalgan de en frente de m.0
Get of out in front of me! rwH_oa107_102

This locational noun appears to be used withigrerent frame of reference when the
reference object (Ground) has an inherent frontside. Therefore this word is used to indicate that
the item is Oin front ofO an object even if the front of the Ground is facing away from the
interlocutors.

13.5 Lexicalized expressions and compound nouns

Some nominal expressions have become lexicalized with usage. These expressions-are some
times identical syntactically and extremely similar phonologically to-lesitalized costruc

tions, making the boundarlgetween the two difficult to determine. At the same time, some ex
pressions are slightly more compressed phonologically. These are all considered to-be com
pounds in this grammar.

When a compound has quite transparent meaning and the parts are allequiyesamilar
to existing words, the compound is written as more than one word. These arezgalled
compounds here. When the pieces of the compound are less transparent semantically or
morphologically, the compound is written as one word. Thesealled synthetic compounds
here®

In this section compounds are presented by comparing them with productive syntactic
constructions which they resemble and from which they presumably have derived historically.

13.56.1 Common noun + common noun

One productive syattic construction combines two nouns to form a noun phrase;8s24. o
One common interpretation of these phrases is that the first noun gives the material of which the

* The decisions about writing compounds were made by a comfaitttree 2005 dictionary.
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second noun is madéA simple example isaztaz haaztojwheat porridge. This comstruction is

the source of some compounds that are quite transparent as well as some that are not so
transparent; sed 18). For example, an explanation for the compobhatlie zamijbox based on

its parts is unknown. The compourdpe ziicsea bird andxepe poosjfishing line are analytic
nounnoun compounds, but the first workepesea) does not indicate the material from which

the item indicated by the second wordkic(bird, poosjcord, string) is made’?

(118 a. hehehasctm ship plant/woodAss-reed.boat
b. eenim cosi needle metal thorn
c. hehe zamij box plant/wood palm.tree
d. xepe ziic sea bird sea bird
€. Xepe poos;j fishing line sea cord/string
f.  mooj poosj cotton cord cotton cord
g. caaz poosj mesquite root cord  prepared.mesquite.root cord

The compoundhant xnoois (land eelgrass.grain) meaningrbage, trash is an opaque
combination.

The following examples might well be considered synthetic compounds f@ than one
reason, although they have been written as two words in the 2005 dictionary. The first part,
eenm is a reduction of the worgenimmetal. In fact, them is not pronounced in the compound,
and the n metathesizes (or merges) with the glottalpstf the following morpheme:
[e?'naakni]and E?'na’y "], respectively.

(119 a. eenmhaacni rifle < eenim haacni metal bow

b. eenm haxsl spoon < eenim hax8l  metal clam

13.5.2 Possessor + possessed noun

A possessor nominal phrase precedes a possessedsee 8.3). This construction is the basis
for many analytic compounds.

51 Alternatively, the second noun specifies the shape and form of the material mentioned in the first noun.

%2 The counterpart to this term is not a Noun + Noun expression, but rather (apparently) Adverb keloan:
ziic desert bird, whereheenois an adverb that usually modifies a verb and indicatesthomgdike relating to

the desert. The particular relationship implied betweapeandziic in the expresen xepeziic does not seem to
be a common one for such expressions.

%3 Expressions likeepe $nandhehe tnare common examples of a type that is quite productive and may simply
be a phrase rather than a compound. See, for exaxaplg), £n (area where there are many cardon cactuses),

mojZpe n(place where there are many sahuaro cactuses), haas ¥n(area where there are many mesquite trees),
andcocsar fn(place where there are lots of non-Indian Mexicans). The expression uses the singular form of the
noun that is referred to.
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(120 a. hapatsimoon [lima bean Apache3P-bean
b. oot ipyooque a species of sun star coyote3P-sun.star
c. ootiquejsc ashy limberbush coyote3P-firewood
d. xepe in intertidal zone (especially) sea3P.area
e. hehe tn inland area, countryside plant3p.area
f.  xepe ¥niheel red tide sea3P.area3P-AON-red
g. hocSine tar made from plants pine3P-mucus
Some syntheticompounds also display this pattern.
(12)) a. haxslinaail mollusk < hax3l i-naail Protothaca 3P-shell/skin
b. hateiictim rag < hataaij iictim cloth 3P-AON-break

The wordhapnaail; skirt is presumably derived historically frohap inaail (muledeei3p-
skin)>* However, if that is so, it has been reanalyzechapnaail (Ass-skirt) since it now
functions in the possessed noun paradigipnaail my skirt, mipnaail your skirt, ipnaail her

skirt.

13.5.3 Postpositional phrase + common noun

Postpositional phrases do not commonly occur in noun phrases with common nouns (rather than
deverbal nouns) as heads (s&2#l), but some relatively straightforward anédyconmpounds
show this pattern.

(122

(123

(124

(129

(126

[ Hast ano] cmaam/ctam

[

[

[

[

San.Esteban.IslandPin  woman/man
iicj ano ] moosni
coarse.sand3Pin black.sea.turtle
caalil iti ] siml
dry.lake.bed3P-on barrel.cactus
xepe ano] coiiz

sea 3Pin spider

haas ano] cocaznj
mesquite3Pin rattlesnake

San Esteban Island man/woman

a mole crab

Emory’s barrel cactus

a sea spider

lyre snake

Some synthetic compounds are also obviously based on this construction.

% This suggestion was first made by Mary B. Mogec.{, so far as | know.



468

(1270 a. xepenococazni pelagic sea snake
b. xepenosiml purple urchin
C. Xepenozatx fireworm
d. xepenocaay a fantastic sea
creature

e. Xepenocaay a fantastic sea
creature

< xepe
sea
< xepe
sea
< xepe
sea
< xepe
sea
< xepe
sea

13.5.4 Noun + clause with deverbal noun head

ano
3Pin
ano
3Pin
ano
3Pin
ano
3Pin
ano
3Pin

13: Nouns

cocazni
rattlesnake
siml
barrel.cactus
zatx
glochids
caay

horse

haxz

dog

The standard way to modify a noun with a clause is to use a relative clause headed by a deverbal
noun (see chaptdr). The same construction is the source for various lexicalized expressions.

13.5.4.1 Subject-oriented deverbal noun-headed relative clause modifying

overt head

The examples inl@8) have overt heads and subjeciented deverbal nouns.

(128 a. zixctm caacoj
fish SN-big

b. zixcim cooil
fish SN-blue/green

c. Xxiica  cooxp
thingPL SN-white

d. hasaaiti coozlil
gasoline SN-slippery

e. ziix paalij ano coom
thing driftwood 3Pin SN-ie

f. Ziix hast iizx ano coom
thing rock 3P-AON-tear 3Pin SN-lie

g. ziix quiisax
thing SN-have.life

h. ziix quixaaza
thing SN-have.weapon

i.  zixquisiilj quisil
child SN-small

giant seabass (Stereolepis gigas)

white weakfish (Atractoscion nobilis)

common olive snails, sparkplugs

lubricating oil
(gasoline/petroleum that is slippery)

striped tail scorpion (Vaejovis Sp)
(thing that lies in driftwood)

northern chuckwalla
(thing that lies in rock crevice)

person

soldier, policeman

baby
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k. hant xepeimac quiij island

land sea 3P-middle SN-sit (landthat is in the middle of the sea)
I.  hanzajipj quiipa frying pan

pan SN-HAVE-tail (pan that has a tail)

The same pattern is seen in the following examples except that the deverbal noun is passive
and hence has a different allomorph of the nominalzee @4.1).

(129 a. eenm hacoaazj chain
metal SN-PV-braid (metal that is braided)
b. haat hanoohcs pot-shaped basket

limberbushSN-Pv-make.concave (limberbush that has been made iato
concave shape)

c. hapaspoj hanoocaj book

paper SN-Pv-carry.under.arm (paper that is carried under the arm)
d. hehe hamasij ceremonial crown

plant SN-Pv-cause.open (wood that has been opened up)

Synthetic compounds made on this patiaaotude the following:

(130 a. zixcim  fish < ziix ccam (thing SN-alive)
b.  zixquisiil child < ziix quisil®® (thing SN-small)
C. Xpacaao mermaid < Xxepe caao (seaSN-Tr-pass.by)

The compoundhant quixoaa (land SN-plan.to.fight) which is used to refer to both the
hermit crab and theghost shrimp, does not have an obvious analysis since the rdiamfin the
compound is unclear.

13.5.4.2 Subject-oriented deverbal noun-headed relative clause modifying non-
overt head

Just @ headless relative clauses with deverbal nouns occur producti@elygrheadless rela
tives also occur in analytic compounds.

(13) a. jhehehascim quij ano caticpan  sailor(s)

ship theCm 3Pin SN-work (who work in the ship)
b. santaar quih ano quihehe officer (of soldiers)

soldier theFL 3Pin SN-HAVE-stick (who is leader of the soldier)
c. hant ano ccah a large yellow bee

land 3Pin SN-make.sound (what makes souhin ground)

% In the compound the stress is also shifted to the right and causes a lengthening of the vowel



470

miizj hant quixquim
well land SN-TrR-putHz

acaam ccaa
3P-spouseSN-Tr-look.for

hehe iti cooscl
plant/tree 3P-on SN-mottled
hapaha quis
SN-Pv-grind SN-raw

cacoxl
SN-Tr-tend

hayaa
SN-Pv-own

hacoxl
SN-Pv-tend

hayaa
SN-Pv-own

13: Nouns

boat captain
(who puts it [boat] down well)

wren
(who is looking for her spouse)

tree lizard (Urosaurus ornatus)
(what is mottled and on a tree)

flour
(what is ground and raw)

storekeeper
(who tends possessions)

store (of merchandise)
(possessions that are tended)

The expression fatncestor is based on the idiom for being from the ancestral past and is a

headless relativdiantx moca(at.baserwn-SN-move).

13.5.4.3 Action/oblique-oriented deverbal noun-headed relative clause
modifying overt head

The analytic compounds ir132) are formed with action/obliqueriented deverbal nouns and

overt heads.

(132 a.

ziix  icacstim

thing 3P-AON-US-coveroneself
ziix icoop

thing 3P-AON-US-UO-sew.basket
ziix icaaspoj

thing 3P-AON-US-write

eenm icaatj

metal 3P-AON-US-pound.flat

ziix it icoohit

thing 3P-on 3P-AON-US-UO-eat

zix an hax ipZn

blanket
(thing that one covers up with)

awl
(thing that one sews a basket with)

pen, pencil
(thing that one writes with)

hammer
(metal that one pounds flat with)

plate
(thing on which one eats)

water container

thing 3Pin water 3P-AON-Pv-carry.items (thing in which wates carried)

hant an icocoho
place 3Pin 3P-AON-US-UO-see

hehe iti icoohitim

plant 3P-on 3P-AON-US-UO-eatImpPF

window
(place from which one sees)

table
(wood on which one eats)
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i.  haaco ano hapaspqjcSicacoaat school
ABs.house3P.in pager 310-3P-US-cause.know (building in which one is
taught formally)

j- hax ihasii quiipe perfume
water 3P-AON-Auc-smell SN-good  (water that has a good odor)

k. hehean icaaijj water drum
plant3r.in 3P-AON-US-fetch.water  (wood in which one fetchesater)

The second part of the compournt ipzx gulch, arroyo is very similar to the
action/obliqueoriented deverbal noun of the predicaterfon, iipzx. However, the vowel in the
compound expression is shoft.

13.5.4.4 Action/oblique-oriented deverbal noun-headed relative clause
modifying non-overt head

The analytic compounds ir133) are formed with action/obliqueriented deverbal nouns and
nonovert heads.

(133 a. an icayeeno mask
3Pin 3P-AON-US-HAvE-face (what one puts oneOs face into)
b. an ihiih container (for flexible things)
3Pin 3P-AON-beFL (that which in which it is)
c. an ihij container (for compact things)
3Pin 3P-AON-sit (that which in which it sits)
d. an iquit pants
3Pin 3P-AON-US-HAVE-trunk (that one puts one trunk into)
e. eenim ipemt whetstone
metal 3P-AON-Pv-rub (what metal is rubbed with)
f.  hant imaasij tire
land 3P-AON-roll (what it rolls on the ground with)
g. hehe iptcotim axe
plant/wood 3P-AON-Pv-kill -ImprF (what wood is chopped with)
h. hehe ihacaptax drill
plant/wood 3P-AON-Pv-piercelmpr  (what wood is perforated with)
i. hehe ipazix wood saw
plant/wood 3P-AON-Pv-saw (what wood is sawn with)

% This was misrecorded in the 2005 dictionary; the correction is due to RenZ Monta—o Herrera.
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j- hant haaco iima worldwide disaster
land ? 3P-AON-? (when the land ?)
k. it miiha®’ his/her parent

3P-on Twb-3P-AON-move

The headless compoum@nt imaasij an ihiij tire rim (more literally,in which sits what it
rolls on the ground with) combhes the headless compoumaht imaasij zire (see 133) above)
with the commonly headless compouwardihiij container (see 133c) above).

The headless compourttehe iti icoohtim ihaanim tablecloth (more literally, what the
wood on which one eats is covered with) combines the overtly headed compoumehe iti
icoohitim table (see (32Zn) above) with the deverbal nouthaanim (3P-AON-Pv-
cause.be.covered)ith which it is covered.

The compoundhant ihiip its meaning is apparently based on the rdap stand (land 3P-
AON-stand). It has a future fortmant isiip ha what it will mean (as in the sentendsHant isip
ha zo nsya haaya?AVas a entender lo que signific&? you going to understand its meaning
(what it will mean)? Beyond that, nothing moiie known.

13.5.5 Noun + adjective

The class of adjectives is very small (see chap8r but some of these occur in lexicalized
expressions (see more examplesa8.4.1).

Table 13.6: Compounding adjectives

Compounding form Stative predicate
-aacoj (pl. Baacsl) big laacoj (pl. 'aacsl)
-ictoj, -iictoj red lactoj

-iicSsxaj (pl. Biicsla) long, tall lacSsxaj (pl.'acsla)
-iil large ? etymologically fromooil blue/green
-iispoj spotted, patterned loospoj

-ipol, (pl. -ipl) black loopol (pl.'oopl)
-iscl gray looscl

-isol (pl. Bisl) yellow Imasol (pl. 'masl)
-isot narrow loosot

-ixp white looxp

5" Other forms includéi hmiiha my parent, iti hmiihat my parents, iti mmiihat your parents. See Appendix D.
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(1349 a. simlta variety of barrel cactus, < siml barrel cactus, Tareal
Ferocactus tiburonensis

b. hapis fa factory-made cigarette < hapistobacco, tareal

c. cmiique ta clean-living person < cmiique person, fareal

d. inol aapa his/her right hand < inol 3P-hand/finger,
aapastrong

e. hamic cShaisxsmoke signal < hamicfire, cShaisxinjured

f.  haamjS’i a plant, Hechtia montana < haamjS Agave subsimplex,
T first

g. inol zaac his/her little finger < inol 3P-arm/hand/finger,
zaacsmall

Some words are synthetic compounds based on this pattern.
(139 a. haitaapa northwest wind < hai wind, aapastrong

b. mosnaapa variety of black sea turtle < moosniblack sea turtle,
aapastrong

13.5.6 Noun + compounding adjectival form

Some synthetic compounds utilize a compounding adjectival root. These morphemes are
apparerly limited in number and some are found in only one or two compounds. A perhaps
complete list of them is given in TabfE3.5. Examples of lexemes with these combining
adjectives are given ir186).

(1360 a. hantaacoj mainland < hant -aacoj
land big

b. cocaznaacsl gopher snake < cocaznj -aacs|

rattlesrake big (pl.)

c. Hastictoj (a place) < hast -ictoj®®
stone/mountainred

d. xnejamsiictoj (a bush) < Xxneeejamis -iictoj
(Stegnosperma halimifolium) N 3P-seed red

e. TaijiicSsxaj (a place) < itaaij -iic8sxaj

shoreline long/tall

% The compounding root ford seems to have two allomorphs, with a short initial vowel and with a long initial
vowel.
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f.  HastojiicSla  (volcano cones on Baja < hastoj -iicsla
California) stone/hiltPL  tall-Po
g. mosniil variety of black sea turtle < moosni -iil

black.sea.turtlelarge

h. seneliispoj monarch butterfly < seenel -iispoj
butterfly spotted
i.  mosnipol leatherback (sea turtle) < moosni -ipol
black.sea.turtleblack
j-  Hastojipl (a place) < hastoj -ipl
stone/hiltpL blackP.
k. catquiscl pallid-winged grasshopper < caatc -iscl
grasshopper gray
. Hastisol (a place) < hast -isol
stones, hill yellow
m. tajisl an unidentified fish < ? -isl
yellow-PL
n. xtipisot Jjackknife clam < xtiip -isot
giant.cockle  narrow
0. hantixp gypsum < hant -ixp
land white
p. Xxpanamsaacs| sargassum < Xxpanaams -aacs|
seaveed big-PL
g. Cailipolaacoj (a certain dry lake bed) < caail, -ipol, -aacoj

(a place name)

dry.lake.bed, black, big

itaaij
shoreline

13.6 Allomorphy in possessed nouns and kinship terms

-iicSsxaj
long

The inflection for the peon of the possessor of body parts, personal items, kinship terms, and
locational nouns is very regular, but not altogether simple. Representative paradigms of each are
given below. Absolutive forms of kinship terms often have additional material at thef drein

which is not discussed here; se82.4

Noun roots that begin with true consonants or glottal sttgw the prefixes to be seen in
their underlying forms. (Seel8.1.1for discussion of the difference between second persen
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andma-, and third persoi anda-.)

(1370 Absolutive  First Second Third

Body part
hal't hil't mil't il't head, hair
hataast hitaast mitaast itaast tooth

Personal item

hamazaj himazaj mimazaj imazaj clay pot
hataamt hitaamt mitaamt itaamt sandal
Kinship term
hacamaz hicamaz macamaz acamaz daughter-in-law
hatmahaj hitmahaj matmahaj atmahaj mother’s older sister
Locational noun
himocl mimocl imocl place under
hitacl mitacl itacl place above
hihiin mihiin ihiin place near

Roots that begin witly show some interaction with thieof a possessive prefix; this
interaction is discussed irni8.6.1

(138 Absolutive  First Second Third

Body part
hay$x ihyfx inytx yax belly
hayeen ihyeen inyeen yeen face

Locational noun
ihyaniicp inyaniicp yaniicp place in front of
Roots that putatively begin with a vowel show fusion with the prefix vowel; this is
discused in 13.6.2 (See 43.2.4for discussion of the difference between absolutive prefix
used with kinship terms and that used with other nouns.) These are divided into groups below
based on the lengbf the stressed vowel in the third person form.

(139 Absolutive  First Second Third
Body part
haaf hii f miif iif nose
Kinship term
hapect hiict maact aact mother’s mother

Locational noun
hapecp hiicp miicp iicp place next to
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Personal item

haaonam hiionam miionam iionam hat
(140 Absolutive  First Second Third
Body part
hamas himas mimas imas pubic hair
hamt himt mimt imt breast
heaaj meaaj eaaj vertebra
Kinship term
hapepez hipaz mapaz apaz paternal grandfather
hapeme him mam am father (of female)
hapee heaaz maaz aaz mother’s father
hapedz hiitz maaitz aaitz father’s ygr. brother
Locative noun
hipot mipot ipot place at bottom of
hipac mipac ipac place behind

The word fordaughter (of male) is unusual in that it has an invariant voveeland also an
unexpected allomorph for absolutive. The word &bild of sister (of male) also displays an
unusual pattern of inflection.

(141 heequet heec meec eec daughter (of male)
haacat hetc maac aac child of sister
(of male)

13.6.1 i-Deletion, relevant to y-initial roots

If a bound noun root begins withya the voweli of a prefix generally deletes beforé4tThus
underlying {-yeer} (3P-face) becomesgeenhis/her/its face. If the prefix ishi- or mi-, the loss

of thei results in a cluster which is not a permitted syllable onset. This often results in the vowel
i being epenthesized before the cluster (s2@.1nl for the conditions). Thdabial nasal
assimilates to the point of the immediately following consona2®.619. Thus underlying Kib

yeert becomeshyeenmy face and {mi-yeer} becomesnyeenyour face.

Thei of the possessive prefix also deletes befbeedbject nominalizey- (214.3 and the

% The loss of beforey does not happen everywhere in the laggu In fact, when the prefoé- (310) precedes
thei of a possessor prefix, theloes not delete. The 3:3 prefinever deletes before the Distal Realis prgéix
Thei of the possessor prefixes deletes before a nomingligerch agatj < {i-yan-otj} 3P-AON-arise,his/her
arising; see 44.4.7), but it does not delete before a zattomorph nominalizer that is followed by a ranitial y
(such asyaa < {i-! -yaa} 3P-AON-own, his/her owning it.
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action/obliqgue nominalizey- (v14.4), except when the possessor prefix is preceded by the third
person inflection for indirect/oblique object-. Compare the following examples.
(142 a. hant it yaii
land 3P-on 3P-AON-beFL.PL

Olugar donde esttn/estaban®
place where they are/were rRwH_0a608_78

b. toc cSiyaii iti
there 310-3P-AON-beFL.PL 3P-0n

Omiatras estaban all'®
while they were there RMH_0a608_79

13.6.2 Root-initial vowels

It is not possible to directly see the ranitial vowel in possessed nouns because all of the
prefixes hib, mib, ib, hab, hapeb) are vowelfinal and that vowel is always gserved® And yet

the roots must be vow4gtitial since the stress appeaxgore the first consonant of the root, in a
pattern consistent with vowdtitial verb roots. (See the account of stress28.2) The vowel

initial nature @& these roots also provides the means for an account of the distribution of the
absolutive prefix allomorphs {88.2.4.5

A conservative approach for obligatorily possessed nouns does not give a specific vowel in
the rootinitial position of these nouns since there is never any information from the root that
makes a difference in the declension of the nouns; only the vowels of the prefixes are important
in the stressed syllable of these examples. Therefore it is propodetheéheoots have an
underlying form suchs"Vsoj body and "VV satonsil. The addition of the prefikib (1P), for
example, supplies the vowel features to associate to theénitat vowel position(s):hisoj my
body, andhiisa my tonsil.

13.6.3 i-Lowering

The root formother’s father must be Vaz. The prefix vowel occupies the roatitial position,
and if it isi it lowers toe. Subsequently tha apparently lengthens because of the diphthong

® The sole exqation of a possessed noun with an initial vowel of a $jpecdwel quality is the root &ec
daughter (of male) mentioned at the end o18.6 The prefix vowels delete before this vowel.

®1 In some of my own earlier work (e.g., Marlett 1981b), the length on the vowel in thesewasi ignored,
unfortunately. It was thought to be a phonetic lengthening if it was really there at all. The contrast between long
and short vowels in these words is not very evident at first. In terms of distribution, the majority of words which
have arpopen first syllable have a short vowel and most words which have a closed first syllable have a long
vowel. | now believe that the length on these vowels is not imaginary and not due to a phonetic rule, and this is
confirmed by the reaction of skilled weits and readers.
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effect (28.3.4: heaaz(1P-motherOs.father)y mother’s father.

The lowering 61 to e is also observed in the conjugation of a few unusual verbs (see the
end of 47.1.3.). The phonetic sequenda is apparently not possible in the language. Some
morphemeinternal examples a#a, such as oneaaxwash hands andseaatogoat (from Spanish
OchivatoQ), arose from or even synchronically are actually instanags of /

13.6.4 Low vowel harmony

Underlying fhape-Vaz} (Ass-motherOs.father) is surfat@peez showing that some rule raising
ato e is necessy. In a similar vein, underlyingiape-Vmaz (Ass-fatherOs.mother) is surface
hapemez underlying hape-Vpxaz} (Ass-femaleOs.older.sisterOs.child) is surfegepxez
and underlying fape-VV caz (Ass-femaleOs.younger.brother) is surfaapegiuez

Two exceptions to the raising cd to e (both with a coronal consonant as part of the
intervening cluster) arbapetcazwoman’s younger sister, from underlying pape-Vtcaz} and
hapezcaznan’s younger brother from underlying hape-Vzcaz.

Harmony of these twoowels is attested in the verb paradigms in slightly different ways.
See ®7.2.3and 7.7 XXXExplain

The sequenc#& Consonang} (with stress on the vowe) is possible morpheriatemally,
but it is not commonheejaca bush (Ebenopsis confinis), xneeejam(a part of the plant name
xneeejam is hayaaViscainoa geniculata, heeesamseahorse. The sequence[Consonant} is
not found morpheme internally.

13.6.5 Other rules

Underlying fhapeVitz} becomeshapeetz showing that another kind of rule loweringo e is
needed, both for this situation and a few others (see aXX). The seqeigncattested in Seri
only in the recent compourthteeictim rag, from hataaij iictim cloth 3P-AON-be.cut.



