
 

 
 A trilingual Seri–Spanish–English dictionary entitled 

Comcáac quih yaza quih hant ihíip hac: 
Diccionario seri–español–inglés 
Mary B. Moser and Stephen A. Marlett, compilers. 

Copublished (2005) by the Universidad de Sonora (Hermosillo, Mexico) 
and Plaza y Valdés Editores (Mexico City). 
943 pages including over 600 illustrations,  

grammar, and two maps; cloth. 
 

 
SAMPLE: 
caajc  vi  bostezar. yawn.  Hant hihíij quih toox 

tayáxi ma, iquíim ihtámzo, hoo xah teme x, 
ihpyáajc. Cuando estaba sentado por mucho 
tiempo me daba sueño y cada rato bostezaba. 
After sitting for a long time, I got sleepy and 
yawned constantly. [Conjug.: taajc, taajajquim; 
taaxzil (tatóoxajoj), taaxzil (tatóoxalcoj)]. 

caajö  s  batamote (un arbusto). 
seep willow.  [Baccharis 
salicifolia].  V.: Hax Caajö 
Cöcaap lugar cerca de Pozo 
Coyote. 

caal  s  hijo (o hija) más pequeño 
de una mujer encinta. youngest 
child of pregnant woman.  Pl.: 
caaloj.  V.:  hant caal araña 
lobo. 

caal oohit  una planta con flores 
azules de la familia de las 
liliáceas. blue sand lily.  
[Triteleiopsis palmeri].  Lit.  lo 
que “caal” come.  De quihit. 

 

Seri (cmiique iitom) is an endangered language spoken 
in the coastal region of the state of Sonora, Mexico. 
Despite hypotheses that link it distantly to the putative 
Hokan language group, it is essentially a linguistic 
isolate. The group that speaks the language is culturally 
distinct from all neighbors. While the number of Seri 
people—and speakers—has quadrupled from the 230 
there were in 1951, the language is still highly 
endangered. This dictionary, which richly documents the 
language and culture of this transitioning hunter-gatherer 
society is the result of more than fifty years of close 
interaction between the consultants and compilers. 
Recently the project was supported by a grant from the 
National Science Foundation. 

The work is built on the pioneering study of Roberto 
Herrera Marcos (father, grandfather and great-uncle of 
three of the principal participants), and Edward W. 
Moser (husband of Mary B. Moser) under the auspices of 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics. These two men 
undertook the documentation of the language and culture 
that continues to be of importance to present-day 
investigators. 

COMPILERS:  ▪ Mary B. Moser (B.A., University of North 
Dakota) and her husband took up residence with the Seri 
people in the early 1950s. One of her earlier publications 
on the Seri culture and language is People of the Desert 
and Sea: Ethnobotany of the Seri Indians, co-authored 
with Dr. Richard S. Felger.  ▪ Stephen A. Marlett (Ph.D., 
University of California at San Diego) began to study the 
Seri language in 1976. He is the author of various articles 
relating to the structure of the language. Both Moser and 
Marlett are members of SIL International. 
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Genaro Gabriel Herrera Astorga, Lorenzo Herrera Casa-
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CONTENTS: 
Prefatory material (mainly in Spanish) including maps, 
prologue by Dr. Yolanda Lastra, and information about 
how to use the dictionary (28 pages) / Seri–Spanish–
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