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Win a Reading Rainbow Backpack Literacy Kit for Your Classroom!��Every year, thousands of young children learn about the joy of creativity with the Reading Rainbow Young Writers & Illustrators Contest. Help your K-3 students experience this joy by encouraging them to write, illustrate, and enter their stories!�Because the goal is to encourage, challenge, and reward effort, every child who enters will receive personalized, positive feedback from local contest evaluators and a Certificate of Achievement signed by LeVar Burton, host of Reading Rainbow. One story from each grade level will be selected to advance to the national contest, and three stories from each grade level will be selected to win prizes at the local level. �Each participating classroom is entered in a drawing to win one of ten Reading Rainbow literacy backpack kits, a great literacy tool to get the parents involved. The deadline to submit stories is March 20, 2009.�For contest rules, entry forms, winners of the 2008 local contest and their


books, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/rrcontest.html" �http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/rrcontest.html��





Register for Web resources for the February Electronic Field Trip �


Ball State Electronic Field Trips presents Buffalo Soldiers: African Americans in the Frontier Army, a program following U.S. Army black regiments from shortly after the Civil War to modern times identifying hardships from the inside and out as well as regimental accomplishments earning the “Buffalo Soldier” a reputation for dedication and bravery and a “badge of honor” signifying courage and patriotism.��Each field trip has a teacher side and a student side to it. The student side features educational content and is intended to be used one-on-one by students. The teacher side answers any questions you may have about the field trip program. It also has suggested grade-appropriate, classroom activities developed to use with your students in preparation for the broadcast. The classroom activities are closely linked with the activities on the student side of the site, so it is highly recommended to use both resources while planning your class time.��Begin study now by registering for the FREE student and teacher websites at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bsu.edu/eft/home/32fieldtrip.php?tripID=142" �http://www.bsu.edu/eft/home/32fieldtrip.php?tripID=142�.











QUOTE OF THE WEEK


Housework is a breeze. Cooking is a pleasant diversion. Putting up a retaining wall is a lark. But teaching is like climbing a mountain. ~Fawn M. Brodie�





EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_20" \o "January 20" �January 20�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009" \o "2009" �2009�  Arne Duncan was confirmed by the Senate as U.S. Secretary of Education.














Important Dates- Mark Your Calendars





February – Black History Month





February 2nd – Groundhog’s Day





February 14th – Valentine’s Day





February 14th – Read to Your Child Day





February 16th – President’s Day





Professional Development Opportunity


Supervision of Student Teachers, �T&L 900


 Audience: � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/index.cfm?s=aud&id=881" �Pre K-12�, � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/index.cfm?s=aud&id=873" �K-12��Professional Development Credit: 1 - Letter grading�Course Fee: $125��About the Course�This online course prepares classroom teachers and university supervisors to work with student teachers. It is designed specifically for teachers who have their own classrooms and for individuals who are serving as university supervisors, including:


recently retired school administrators 


master teachers 


university faculty members 


doctoral students


The 7 modules cover the overall student teaching experience and include relevant observation techniques and feedback strategies plus numerous resources.


NOTE: This course fulfills the � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/statutes/cent-code.html" �North Dakota Century Code� requirements for classroom teachers and university supervisors to work with student teachers. Cooperating teachers who accept UND student teachers for the full 16-week semester receive a stipend near the end of the semester. University supervisors are compensated in accordance with UND Teacher Education policy. For more information, see � HYPERLINK "%20http://www.und.edu/dept/ehd/teachereducation/fieldplacement.htm" �field placement at the UND College of Education & Human Development�.


The website for the workshop is:  � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/workshop.cfm?3501" �http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/workshop.cfm?3501���

















2009 KNDC POSTER CONTEST 


FOR GRADES 1–8 AND SPECIAL NEEDS














This is an invitation for all North Dakota students in grades 1-8 and special needs to participate in the 2009 Keep North Dakota Clean (KNDC) Poster Contest!  The poster contest promotes protecting our natural resources and environment by keeping North Dakota clean for the people who live and visit here.  Each school is encouraged to send in one winning school poster from each grade and special needs by March 16, 2009.  The Rules and Regulations, along with an Entry From, can be downloaded at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dot.nd.gov/public/kndc.htm" �www.dot.nd.gov/public/kndc.htm�.


Participants create a poster that reflects his or her knowledge about the responsibility we all have to keep our state and water clean, reduce waste, recycle, plant trees, prevent wildfires, create wildlife habitat, and use all our natural resources wisely.  The contest is sponsored by a variety of partnering agencies and organizations who believe, collectively, we can make a positive impact through every day choices and actions.  KNDC is proud to welcome a new partner in 2009 … the Dakota Wizards basketball team of Bismarck!  


All state winners, their immediate family, and teacher will be invited to an awards ceremony during Earth Day week on Friday, April 24, 2009, in Washburn.  Immediately after the ceremony, a luncheon will be served and everyone will get free admission to the North Dakota Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center and Fort Mandan.  State award winners will also be recognized during half-time on the floor at the Dakota Wizards game on Sunday, April 5, 2009, at 6 p.m. in Bismarck.   First Place Winners:  Receive a cash award of $100, a certificate, gold medallion, and have their poster made into a billboard and placed along a major transportation route near their hometown.  Second and Third Place Winners:  Receive a cash award of $50, a certificate, and a silver or bronze medallion.


The 2009 poster contest has been correlated to the State Education Content Standards for Visual Arts, Social Studies and Science.  Each grade focuses on a different theme. �GRADE ONE:  Keep North Dakota Clean – ND Department of Transportation�GRADE TWO:  Prevent Wildfires! – ND Forest Service, Fire Management Program and ND State Garden Clubs�GRADE THREE:  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – ND Department of Health, Division of Waste Management and ND Solid Waste and Recycling Association�GRADE FOUR:  Habitat – Homes for Wildlife – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and ND Chapter of the Wildlife Society �GRADE FIVE:  Trees are terrific...in Cities and Towns! – ND Forest Service, Project Learning Tree�GRADE SIX:  Help Prevent Runoff Pollution – ND State Water Commission, Project WET�GRADE SEVEN:  Rivers:  Keep Them Clean – ND Department of Health - Division of Water Quality�GRADE EIGHT:  Explore a Greener North Dakota – Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan Foundation�SPECIAL NEEDS:  Keep North Dakota Clean – Keep North Dakota Clean, Inc.��For more information, contact KNDC Poster Contest co-chairs Glenda Fauske at (701) 228-5446 or Jean Monroe at (701) 328-2581.  E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:glenda.fauske@ndsu.edu" �glenda.fauske@ndsu.edu���




















Policy Board Members


2007-2008


Rebecca Brandt�Manvel Public School


Dr. Barbara Combs�UND College of Education


Dr. Linda Holdman�UND College of Education


Bonnie Kalbrener�Drayton Public School


Prin. Kevin Ohnstad�Valley Middle School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Prin. Jim Torkelson�West Elementary School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Grand Forks Area Teacher Center�Education Bldg. Room 111�P.O. Box 7189�Phone: 701.777.4394�FAX: 701.777.4393�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu" ��valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu��Web: www.und.edu/dept/tcenter








ND EDUCATION CONNECTION JOB FAIR





ND Education Connection, a job fair for teachers, is Friday, April 3rd, 2009 in Hyslop Sports Center Multipurpose Gym on the UND campus in Grand Forks, ND.  The education job fair is for school districts who are seeking teachers for the fall 2009 school year.  Pre-registration deadline is March 27th and the fee is $10.  Registering at the door is $15. Teachers may pre-register with their ND alma mater.  If you are a graduate of a non-North Dakota higher education institution, please contact Marcia Foss at Valley City State University her email address is � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=marcia.foss@vcsu.edu')" �marcia.foss@vcsu.edu� 


 ***Important note: Teacher candidates must be in attendance early morning before 8 am on the 3rd of April as the only time open to speak with school district representatives directly is from 8:30 am to 10:45 am.  After 10:45 am, the school representatives begin to do interviews.


 Information about the fair is available at:


www.teamnd.org/edfair 


 If anyone has any questions, they may email Tammy Wolf from Minot State University at � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=tammy.wolf@minotstateu.edu')" �tammy.wolf@minotstateu.edu� or call her at 701-858-3360 or email Mark at � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=mark_thompson@mail.und.nodak.edu')" �mark_thompson@mail.und.nodak.edu� or call Mark at 701-777-4178 .


Summer Seminar


The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, have recently announced their teacher seminars for 2009.  They might be of interest to North Dakota social studies instructors.  The summer seminars are designed to strengthen participants' commitment to high quality history teaching, and can offer graduate credit.  The seminar information can be found online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/seminars1.html" ��http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers/seminars1.html�. The application deadline is February 15, 2009.





If you have any questions, contact


Sarah Bowman


Communications Manager


The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History


19 W. 44th Street, Suite 500


New York, NY 10036


(646) 366-9666 ext. 11


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gilderlehrman.org" \o "blocked::http://www.gilderlehrman.org/" �www.gilderlehrman.org�


How to help students comprehend the past, present and future of America’s racial challenges 


As our nation gets ready to swear in its first African-American president, students may be thinking that racism is a thing of the past — a problem for older generations, not theirs. But in spite of this monumental achievement, racism is still a serious challenge for America. As a society, we have a long way to go toward eliminating the damaging beliefs, behaviors and systems associated with discrimination. This new year, and this new presidency, offers a timely opportunity to engage students in a deeper discussion about racism’s past, present and future.


Talking about race has never been easy, especially for high school students, many of whom struggle to understand what it has to do with them. It’s natural for young people to think about racism in terms of their individual experience or history (“I wasn’t around during slavery!”) and their own behavior (“I have no problem with black people — it’s not my fault.”). Other students are frustrated by what they see as some racial groups’ inability to get past historical tragedies such as slavery (“It was 500 years ago, time to move on!”) or economic failures (“Anyone can make it in America…look at all the other immigrants.”). 


So how can teachers challenge these notions, and help students to think in systematic and institutional, rather than solely personal ways, about racism? The educators at RaceBridgesforSchools, a nonprofit organization that offers free lesson plans on diversity and tolerance, have these suggestions to open up a dialogue: 


To help students understand how our behaviors and attitudes are largely influenced by our past and our contexts (both good and bad),  ask them to map out their personality traits, interests, hobbies and career goals, and connect them to the events, people and other influences that have made them who they are today. Ask them to consider not just people but their education, neighborhood, gender, social class, race, religion and so on.  


Give students a constructive way to share, freely and openly, their feelings about racial divisions. Offer them a fictional story (with historical roots) that highlights discrimination or distrust between two groups of people. Emphasizing that there are no right or wrong answers in this exercise, have them record and discuss their impressions with their classmates.


Take a current or recent event that has racial significance, and have students analyze what may have led to it. For example, now’s a perfect time to take a closer look at the intense interest generated by Barack Obama’s successful campaign for the presidency. Encourage students to examine the history of voting acts, reconstruction, Jim Crow laws and the notion of white privilege to better understand the historical impact of this achievement. 


These activities are a timely way to show students how history influences the present, and to open up their minds to these complexities both in their own lives and in the lives of individual and groups. By engaging in more thoughtful analysis, educators can help students answer the question, “What’s racism got to do with me?”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.racebridgesforschools.com/whats_racism.html" �For your free copy of the “What’s Racism Got to Do with Me?” lesson plan� — or for more ideas about how to incorporate diversity lessons in your classroom — visit RaceBridgesforSchools.com. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.racebridgesforschools.com/laron_tracks/laron_index.htm" ��http://www.racebridgesforschools.com/laron_tracks/laron_index.htm�








Did you know you can access American Experience: The Presidents, NOVA, and other great WGBH Teachers' Domain programming for free on iTunes U?   


For a limited time until Inauguration Day,  access tracks featuring biographies of our nation's Presidents - from Roosevelt to Reagan.   Additionally, � HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/9a594de659" �Teachers' Domain� has added new science tracks as free downloads. 


Topics available include:  


Life Science 


Earth and Space Science 


Physical Science 


Engineering   


Download these tracks to watch on your iPod for an interactive class assignment or to learn on the go!  Resources available for download include videos and educator guides with discussion questions, background essays, and additional material to complement your learning. 


To start downloading now, use iTunes on your computer to access the iTunes Store.  Once there, go to iTunes U, and under Featured Providers, click on "WGBH."  You can also click directly on this link: � HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/ff98c40e03" �http://deimos3.apple.com/WebObjects/Core.woa/Browse/wgbh.org� and follow the prompts. (Please note that certain mail programs may recognize this URL as a "fraudulent" site due to the lack of a "www" address.  Please disregard that notice.)  


While you're downloading, don't forget to check out other � HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/4443d1d051" �WGBH� produced material available on iTunes U: 


Basic Black - a series about contemporary issues facing African Americans 


Maria Hinojosa: One On One - a series of open dialogues with Latinos in Hollywood 


For more information about iTunes U, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/ed7dcd680b" �http://www.apple.com/itunesu�. 
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