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The following is intended to be a basic resource for ND Army National Guard Soldiers entering college.  It 

is not designed to be comprehensive and does not cover all benefits and possibilities ς just the most 

frequent situations.  Please consult the North Dakota National Guard Education Office for additional 

information or a benefits consultation. 

STEP 1:  WHERE TO GO 

 Decide what school you wish to attend. 

 Take admissions test (if required). 

STEP 2: COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS 

 Check with the individual college for requirements. 

 Have official transcripts for previous college level coursework, including military training, 

sent to the college you plan to attend for evaluation of transfer credit.  Usually, transcripts 

should be sent to the admissions office. 

 Visit www.mymilitaryeducation.org for information about obtaining your military transcript.  

Click on MƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ C!vΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ мллн ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ YŜȅǿƻǊŘέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ 

ά{ŜŀǊŎƘΦέ 

STEP 3: FEDERAL STUDENT AID 

 Submit your application for federal student aid at www.fafsa.ed.gov.   The Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is available to all students attending a college and/or 

university and determines eligibility for federal student loans as well as federal and state 

grants. Since FAFSA awards are based on income from the previous year, the assessment 

may not provide an accurate reflection of ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 

reported on the FAFSA was significantly higher than what will be earned while in college, 

notify the Financial Aid office on campus and complete a special circumstances appeal to 

have your assessment based onf of your current income.  

 FAFSA is not the same as FTA (Federal Tuition Assistance).  You MUST complete the FTA 

step, below, in order for the ND National Guard to pay for tuition. 

  This must be done each semester!  

 Search for scholarships.  There are many available to veterans.  Check with college financial 

aid office for general scholarships. 

 First choice for student aid is a Stafford Subsidized loan.  Second is Stafford Unsubsidized.  

PLUS loans are the next alternative.  Avoid private loans at all costs.  
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Step 4: Guide to Tuition Assistance Applications on https://minuteman.ngb.army.mil/benefits 

1. Go to https://minuteman.ngb.army.mil/benefits    

 

2. Log in with your CAC card.  You must be at a computer that has a CAC card reader in order to 
apply for FTA.  

3. Click on Apply for Tuition Assistance  
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4. Minimum System requirement page will display. After you have read this click on the Click Here 
to Continue To Online Tuition Assistance Application to continue. 

 

5. On the next screen, you will read through the Statement of Understanding, ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά¸Ŝǎέ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
statement, and click on άcontinue.έ 
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6. Verify that all of your contact information is correct and enter in your daytime telephone number 
and click on Next Step Button. 

 

7.  Select which school you are attending. To select a school, click on the άselect schoolέ ƭƛƴƪ. 
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8. Select the State that your school is located in then click on the letter that the school starts with and 
locate the school in the list and click on it. 

 

9. Choose your education goal and enter in the course begin and end date. 
a. Enter your goal from the drop down menu. 
b. Enter your program/course of study. 
c. Enter your goal category. (most of the time it will be Post Secondary) 
d. Enter the start and end dates for your classes. 

 

10.  Click on Next Step 


