
Proposed Assessment Timeline – UND Department of Music 
 
 
Academic Year Course Areas   Degrees        
2004-2005 A - General Education, Ensembles 
2005-2006 B - Music Theory & History B.A. in Music, M.M. in Composition  
2006-2007 C - Applied Performance B.M. & M.M. in Performance, M.M. in Pedagogy 
2007-2008 A - General Education, Ensembles M.M. in Conducting  
2008-2009 D - Music Education, Music Therapy B.M., M.M., Ph.D. in Music Education, B.M. in Music Therapy 
2009-2010 B - Music Theory & History B.A. in Music, M.M. in Composition 
2010-2011 A’ - NASM - Survey of Graduates, & 
  General Education, Ensembles M.M. in Conducting 
2011-2012 C - Applied Performance B.M. & M.M. in Performance, M.M. in Pedagogy 
2012-2013 D - Music Education, Music Therapy B.M., M.M., Ph.D. in Music Education, B.M. in Music Therapy 
etc.  
 
 
 
 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Master of Music with a Major in Composition 
 

 
Mission Statement   
 

The Master of Music in Composition provides a rigorous and specialized degree with the focus on developing a 
student’s mastery of musical materials and construction, in preparation for a career in composition or arranging or 
further advanced study. 
 

 
Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their compositional abilities and control of musical materials to a high level. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students will demonstrate the ability to compose a major musical work. 
Objective 1.2: Students will demonstrate creative growth and acquire advanced design skills in composition. 
Objective 1.3: Students will demonstrate constructional mastery of both horizontal and vertical musical 
dimensions. 
Objective 1.4: Students will demonstrate mastery of musical analysis. 
Objective 1.5: Students will demonstrate facility in composition for the full range of instruments and voices. 
 

 
Goal 2: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 
 

Objective 2.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 
 



 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

Goal 1: Students will develop 
their compositional abilities and 
control of musical materials to a 
high level. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students will 
demonstrate the ability to 
compose a major musical work. 
Objective 1.2: Students will 
demonstrate creative growth 
and acquire advanced design 
skills in composition. 
Objective 1.3: Students will 
demonstrate constructional 
mastery of both horizontal and 
vertical musical dimensions. 
Objective 1.4: Students will 
demonstrate mastery of musical 
analysis. 
Objective 1.5: Students will 
demonstrate facility in 
composition for the full range of 
instruments and voices. 
 
 
Goal 2: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
Objective 2.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 

Composition Lessons 
& related courses  
 
 
 
Composition 
Lessons, Final 
Project 
 
Composition Lessons  
 
 
Music Theory 
(Harmony) & 
Counterpoint courses 
 
Analysis course 
 
 
Arranging course 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 

Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 

Final Project 
 
Compositions from 
Lessons 
 
Music Theory & 
Counterpoint 
projects 
 
Analysis projects and 
papers 
 
Arranging projects 
 
 
 
 
 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 
Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 
re-evaluation during 
application 

 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Master of Music with a Major in Conducting 
 

Mission Statement   
 

The Master of Music in Conducting provides a rigorous and specialized degree with the focus on developing a 
student’s individual musicianship and conducting abilities, in preparation for a performance or teaching career. 
 

Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their conducting and individual performing abilities to a high level. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and acquire advanced musical and technical 
skills in conducting. 
Objective 1.2: Students will be thoroughly grounded in the standard and contemporary repertoire of their 
ensemble type. 
Objective 1.3: Students will demonstrate the universal application of form and analysis, performance 
practice, music history and aural skills into the preparation and performance of music. 
Objective 1.4: Students will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and improve their musical and technical skills 
particular to their instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.5: Choral conducting students will demonstrate knowledge and application of (at least) German, 
French, and Italian Diction. 
Objective 1.6: In service of the above, students will prepare music independently. 
Objective 1.7: Students will demonstrate professional behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.8: Students will present live, polished performances. 

 
Goal 2: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 

 

Objective 2.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 



 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

Goal 1: Students will develop 
their conducting and individual 
performing abilities to a high 
level. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students will 
demonstrate sound 
fundamentals, and acquire 
advanced musical and technical 
skills in conducting. 
Objective 1.2: Students will be 
thoroughly grounded in the 
standard and contemporary 
repertoire of their ensemble 
type. 
Objective 1.3: Students will 
demonstrate the universal 
application of form and analysis, 
performance practice, music 
history and aural skills into the 
preparation and performance of 
music. 
Objective 1.4: Students will 
demonstrate sound 
fundamentals, and improve 
their musical and technical skills 
particular to their instrument or 
voice type. 
Objective 1.5: Choral 
conducting students will 
demonstrate knowledge and 
application of (at least) 
German, French, and Italian 
Diction. 
Objective 1.6: In service of 
the above, students will prepare 
music independently. 
Objective 1.7: Students will 
demonstrate professional 
behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.8: Students will 
present live, polished 
performances. 

Conducting & Applied 
Lessons, Ensembles, 
Literature Courses 
 
 
 
 
Conducting Lessons, 
Ensembles  
 
 
Instrumental or 
Ensemble literature 
Course 
 
Applied Lessons 
Music Theory &  
History Perspectives 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
Conducting Lessons 
 
 
Conducting Lessons 
 
 
Conducting Lessons 
 
 

Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 

Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 

Ensemble 
Conducting 
performances 
 
Music Literature 
tests & paper 
 
 
Music Theory & 
History tests & 
papers 
 
 
 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes 
 
 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes 
 
 
 
Conducting Lessons 
& performances 
 
Conducting Lessons 
& performances 
 
Conducting Lessons 
& performances 
 

We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 
re-evaluation during 
application 



 
Goal 2: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
Objective 2.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 

 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 
Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Master of Music with a Major in Music Education 
 

Mission Statement   
 

The Master of Music in Music Education offers strong academic and professional training in both music and music 
education through a variety of approaches which aim to deepen the focus of a music educator’s chosen direction 
and their understanding an implementation of scholarship in their field, either as the capstone of education for 
public school teaching or in preparation for further graduate study in the field. 
 

Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their focal area (Research or Performance) to a high level. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students (Thesis or Independent Study Option) will develop the ability to produce original 
research in Music Education 
Objective 1.2: Students (Performance Option-Applied) will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and acquire 
advanced musical and technical skills particular to their instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.3: Students (Performance Option-Conducting) will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and 
acquire advanced musical and technical skills in conducting. 
Objective 1.4: Students (Performance Option-Conducting) will be thoroughly grounded in the standard and 
contemporary repertoire of their ensemble type. 
Objective 1.5: Students (Teacher Education Option) will acquire the competencies required for licensure for 
the teaching of music in the public schools. 

 
 
Goal 2: Students will deepen their understanding of the various aspects of Music Education. 

 

Objective 2.1: Students will acquire a knowledge of the Psychology of Music Learning. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire knowledge of recent scholarly approaches to Music Education. 
Objective 2.3: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for Music Education. 



 
Goal 3: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 

 

Objective 3.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 3.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 

 
 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

Goal 1: Students will develop 
their focal area (Research or 
Performance) to a high level. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students 
(Thesis or Independent Study 
Option) will develop the ability 
to produce original research in 
Music Education. 
Objective 1.2: Students 
(Performance Option-Applied) 
will demonstrate sound 
fundamentals, and acquire 
advanced musical and technical 
skills particular to their 
instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.3: Students 
(Performance Option-
Conducting) will demonstrate 
sound fundamentals, and 
acquire advanced musical and 
technical skills in conducting. 
Objective 1.4: Students 
(Performance Option-Applied, 
Conducting) will be thoroughly 
grounded in the standard and 
contemporary repertoire of their 
ensemble type. 
Objective 1.5: Students 
(Teacher Education Option) will 
acquire the competencies 
required for licensure for the 
teaching of music in the public 
schools. 

Thesis, Applied 
Lessons, Ensembles,  
Applied Lessons 
 
Music Education 
Research course. 
Thesis or 
Independent Study 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
Conducting Lessons, 
Ensembles  
 
 
 
 
Instrumental or 
Ensemble literature 
Course 
 
 
 
Music & T&L courses 
as needed 
 
 
 
 

Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 

Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 

Portfolio, Thesis or 
Independent Study 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes 
 
 
 
Conducting 
performances 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons & 
Literature Course 
tests, Applied Juries, 
Performances 
 
 
Portfolio for licensure 
 
 
 
 
 

We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 



Goal 2: Students will deepen 
their understanding of the 
various aspects of Music 
Education. 
 
Objective 2.1: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
Psychology of Music Learning. 
Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire knowledge of recent 
scholarly approaches to Music 
Education. 
Objective 2.3: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
Music Education. 
 
Goal 3: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
Objective 3.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 
Objective 3.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 
 

Music Education 
graduate courses 
 
 
 
Psychology of Music 
Learning course 
 
Trends in Music 
Education course 
 
 
Research in Music 
Education course 
 
 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Projects & Tests 
 
 
Projects & Tests 
 
 
Research Paper & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 
Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

re-evaluation during 
application 

 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Master of Music with a Major in Pedagogy 
 

Mission Statement   
 

The Master of Music in Pedagogy provides a specialized degree with the focus on developing a student’s applied 
teaching abilities and individual musicianship, in preparation for a career as an applied music teacher. 
 

Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their pedagogical and performing abilities to high levels. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and acquire advanced musical and technical 
skills particular to their instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.2: Students will be thoroughly grounded in the standard and contemporary repertoire of their 
instrument or voice. 
Objective 1.3: Students will implement knowledge of and respect for pedagogical traditions. 
Objective 1.4: Vocal students will demonstrate knowledge and application of (at least) German, French, and 
Italian Diction. 
Objective 1.5: Students will demonstrate professional behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.6: Students will present live, polished performances. 

 
 
Goal 2: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 

 

Objective 2.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 

 
 



 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

Goal 1: Students will develop 
their pedagogical and 
performing abilities to high 
levels. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students will 
demonstrate sound 
fundamentals, and acquire 
advanced musical and technical 
skills particular to their 
instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.2: Students  will 
be thoroughly grounded in the 
standard and contemporary 
repertoire of their instrument or 
voice. 
Objective 1.3: Students will 
implement knowledge of and 
respect for pedagogical 
traditions. 
Objective 1.4: Vocal students 
will demonstrate knowledge and 
application of (at least) 
German, French, and Italian 
Diction. 
Objective 1.5: Students will 
demonstrate professional 
behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.6: Students will 
present live, polished 
performances. 
 
 
Goal 2: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
Objective 2.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 

Applied Lessons, 
Ensembles, 
Pedagogy, Literature 
Courses 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature Course 
 
 
 
 
Pedagogy Course 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
Juries, Recitals, 
other performances 
 
 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 

Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 
Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals 
 
Music Literature 
tests & paper 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons, 
Pedagogy tests 
and/or practica  
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes 
 
 
Applied Juries, 
Performances 
 
Applied Juries, 
Performances 
 
 
 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 

We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 
re-evaluation during 
application 



Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 

Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Master of Music with a Major in Performance 
 

Mission Statement   
 

The Master of Music in Performance provides a rigorous and specialized degree with the focus on developing a 
student’s individual musicianship and performing abilities, in preparation for a performance career or teaching at the 
University level. 
 

Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their individual musicianship and performing abilities to the highest possible level. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students will demonstrate sound fundamentals, and acquire advanced musical and technical 
skills particular to their instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.2: Students will be thoroughly grounded in the standard and contemporary repertoire of their 
instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.3: Students will demonstrate the universal application of form and analysis, performance 
practice, music history and aural skills into the preparation and performance of music. 
Objective 1.4: Vocal students will demonstrate knowledge and application of (at least) German, French, and 
Italian Diction. 
Objective 1.5: Students will demonstrate collaborative musical skills at a professional level with piano, in 
small chamber ensembles and large ensembles. 
Objective 1.6: In service of the above, students will prepare music independently. 
Objective 1.7: Students will implement knowledge of and respect for pedagogical traditions. 
Objective 1.8: Students will demonstrate professional behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.9: Students will present live, polished performances. 

 
 



Goal 2: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 

 

Objective 2.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 

 
 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

Goal 1: Students will develop 
their individual musicianship 
and performing abilities to the 
highest possible level. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students will 
demonstrate sound 
fundamentals, and acquire 
advanced musical and technical 
skills particular to their 
instrument or voice type. 
Objective 1.2: Students will be 
thoroughly grounded in the 
standard and contemporary 
repertoire of their instrument or 
voice type. 
Objective 1.3: Students will 
demonstrate the universal 
application of form and analysis, 
performance practice, music 
history and aural skills into the 
preparation and performance of 
music. 
Objective 1.4: Vocal students 
will demonstrate knowledge and 
application of (at least) 
German, French, and Italian 
Diction. 
Objective 1.5: Students will 
demonstrate collaborative 
musical skills at a professional 
level with piano, in small 
chamber ensembles and large 
ensembles. 
 

Applied Lessons, 
Ensembles, 
Pedagogy, Literature 
Courses 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature Course 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
Music Theory &  
History Perspectives 
 
 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
 
 
Ensembles 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 
Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals 
 
Music Literature 
tests & paper 
 
 
 
Music Theory & 
History tests & 
papers 
 
 
 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes 
 
 
Applied Juries, 
Recitals, Studio 
Classes, Ensemble 
Concerts 
 
 
 

We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 
re-evaluation during 



Objective 1.6: In service of 
the above, students will prepare 
music independently. 
Objective 1.7: Students will 
implement knowledge of and 
respect for pedagogical 
traditions. 
Objective 1.8: Students will 
demonstrate professional 
behaviors and etiquette. 
Objective 1.9: Students will 
present live, polished 
performances. 
 
 
Goal 2: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
Objective 2.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 

Applied Lessons 
 
 
Pedagogy Course 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
Applied Lessons 
 
 
Juries, Recitals, 
other performances 
 
 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

Applied Lessons, 
Juries, Recitals 
 
Applied Lessons, 
Pedagogy tests 
and/or practica 
 
Applied Juries, 
Performances 
 
Applied Juries, 
Performances 
 
 
 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 
Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

application 

 



 
   
 
 
 

 

 DEPARTMENTAL PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING, 2004-2005 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Department:  Music 
 

Program:  Doctor of Philosophy with a Major in Music Education 
 

 
Mission Statement   
 

The Doctor of Philosophy in Music Education offers strong academic and professional training in education and music 
education through a variety of approaches with the goals of enabling students to produce independent scholarship 
and teach in higher education, or to provide leadership in music programs at any level. 
 

 
Goals 
 
Goal 1: Students will develop their understanding of Music Education to the highest possible level. 
 

Objective 1.1: Students will develop the ability to produce original research in Music Education 
Objective 1.2: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for Music Education. 
Objective 1.3: Students will acquire necessary scholarly tools for their research. 
Objective 1.4: Students will develop understanding of the place of Music in the broader context of 
Education. 
Objective 1.5: Students will acquire a knowledge of the Psychology of Music Learning. 
Objective 1.6: Students will acquire knowledge of fundamental scholarship in Music Education. 
Objective 1.7: Students will develop mastery of a secondary field to complement their major area. 

 
Goal 2: Students will consolidate their general knowledge of musical scholarship and research and approaches to 
this study. 
 

Objective 2.1: Students will learn appropriate research methods and materials for musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will acquire a knowledge of the general applications of musical scholarship. 



 
 
Student Learning Goals & 
Objectives 

 
Educational 
Experiences 

 
Assessment  
Methods 

 
 
Timeline 

 
 
Responsibilities 

Use of Results and 
Process for 
Documentation & 
Decision-Making 

 
Goal 1: Students will develop 
their understanding of Music 
Education to the highest 
possible level. 
 
Objective 1.1: Students will 
develop the ability to produce 
original research in Music 
Education 
Objective 1.2: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
Music Education. 
Objective 1.3: Students will 
acquire necessary scholarly 
tools for their research. 
Objective 1.4: Students will 
develop understanding of the 
place of Music in the broader 
context of Education. 
Objective 1.5: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
Psychology of Music Learning. 
Objective 1.6: Students will 
acquire knowledge of 
fundamental scholarship in 
Music Education. 
Objective 1.7: Students will 
develop mastery of a secondary 
field to complement their major 
area. 
 
 
Goal 2: Students will 
consolidate their general 
knowledge of musical 
scholarship and research and 
approaches to this study. 
 
 

 
Dissertation, 
coursework 
 
 
 
Research, Scholarly 
Tools courses  
Dissertation 
 
 
Music Education 
Research course 
 
Scholarly Tools 
courses (EFR) 
 
 Teaching & Learning 
(T&L) courses 
 
 
Psychology of Music 
Learning course 
 
Fundamentals of 
Music Education 
course 
 
Secondary area 
courses 
 
 
 
 
Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

 
Indirect – Student 
Teaching Evals, 
Music Dept Form 
 

Direct – student 
course products as 
detailed below. 
 

Projects, Dissertation 
 
 
Research Paper, 
tests 
 
Tests and student 
evaluation meaures 
 
Tests and student 
evaluation meaures 
 
 
Projects, Papers,  & 
Tests 
 
Projects, Papers,  & 
Tests 
 
 
Evaluation measures 
appropriate to area 
 
 
 
 
Research Papers & 
Tests 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will collect 
data in a five-
year cycle 
incorporating 
all courses and 
degree 
programs in 
the department 

 
Collection and 
Interpretation -
individual faculty 
members – reported 
to the department 
assessment 
committee 

 
Assessment results will 
be used at several 
levels. 
 
The instructor may use 
them to improve 
teaching issues in a 
given course.   
 
The department 
assessment committee 
needs to know results 
to assess programmatic 
impact and apply the 
results toward curricular 
improvement.  
 
How can we convince 
them that the goals and 
objectives have been 
met? 
 
Good question, since no 
one believes us anyway. 
 
How can we improve 
our program and 
assessment process? 
 
Program improvement 
through assessment 
implementation and 
assessment 
improvement through 
re-evaluation during 
application 



Objective 2.1: Students will 
learn appropriate research 
methods and materials for 
musical scholarship. 
Objective 2.2: Students will 
acquire a knowledge of the 
general applications of musical 
scholarship. 
 
 

Introduction to 
Graduate Studies 
 
 
Music Theory and  
Music History 
courses 
 
 

Weekly assignments 
and Research paper 
 
 
Music History  & 
Theory Tests  & 
Papers 
 
 
 

 


